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To THE 

SACRED MAJESTY 

King WILLIAM 

AND,^ 

Queen MARY. 

May it pleafe Your i^ajeflksj 

H aving already prefumed to 
offer to Your Majefties Sacred 
Hands, a mean Prefent, (in a fmall 
Treatife,) Emitlcd, NOSCE TEITSVM, 
wherein I have endeavoured to give fome 
account, how I have fpent my Holy Days, 
lince I have been Clerk of the Company of 
GR.0CEKS j with the Reafons and Arguments 
inducing me to join in the Communion of 
our National Churich, when I had examined 
and tryed all other, different Perfuafions. 

Your IV^jeffies .Gracious Acceptance of 
that, together with You my Dread Sove- 
:: . . A z reigns 
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reign’s vouchfafing to become our Supreme 
Matter, have embolden’d me to,offer at Your 
Majefties Sacred Feet the following Sheets, 
as the Produd of my Working Days in the 
fame Service. 

I may not hope Your Majefties ttiould fpare 
time to look farther; but I moft humbly be- 
feech Your Majefties to caft Your Gracious 
Eyes on the few following Lines, which I have 
recorded in our Regitter, immediately before 
the entry of fuch Your Majefties Gracious 
Condefcention: Whereby I humbly Hope 
it will plainly appear, no other Company in 
London^ might fo juftly prefume, to beg the 
Honour of Adoption by a Crowned Head. 

That Your Majefties Sacred Names may 
be Illuttriousj from this little Orb, thi'augh- 
out all Your Majefties Dominions, to the 
ends of the EartJi, ttiall be the daily, and 
hearty Prayers of, 

yHay it pleafe Your JMajeJl'ksj ■ 

Your S^apjiies- mofi 'Dutiful^ Loyal, 
Okdient SuhieH and Servant, 

\William-RA yENHiLL, 

i Clerk of the Company of Grocers, ■ 
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A ula. AROMATARIORUM (yulgmter 
Grocers Hall) olim nominabaiur 'Domm lUuJlrifi 
fimi Domini Fitz^water, mins e hujus 
Darihns, ^mnh ngnmte Henrico Sexto, Societati 
^mnatariomn yendidit. Sita ejl in ipjo urhis 3\editti\lio., cui 
adjacet Hortus, qui Jeri liheriori fpqtium det^ necnon Ana prd. 
forihns folk am^la^ qua Senaiormi, VtceComitmique, dum^utori, 
rekfque fublicis injeyymt, Nobtlium etiam qitacimque de caufa. 
hue accedentiuiUj curm recifiantur-, aceade caufa Communitas 
Aromatariomnypofl Confiagrationem Urbis hornndam, n-edifjea- 
but, am^lioreni. fecit, (y omnis generis, necejfariis adoniaVit, ut 
Domns ad Summum SMagiflratum magnifice recipiendum pr<e. 
omnibus aids m.. -dme Commoda jAideretur: Summus enim Magiftra=^ 
tus Vicem gent ipfuis ^egis ; nulhs igitur fumptibiis pepercit Am- 
matariorum Socktas, ut receptaculum ejfet t-anto Officio,, tanto Ma.- 
giftrr.tu Dignum-y nam in hoc opere perfeiendo, multa expenduntur 
Sidfllia Solidorum, utj^difcimi ejfet Splendidum,upturn,(sr fuis cl- 
Vibus conyeniens,qui in loco hoc fefe folemnibus Conyiyiis, aniicitiam. 
fuam inyicem teftantur & augent, stir ab omni Ciyitatis parte 
congregati hue accedunt, ut mutuam erga feipfos ’Bmeyolentwri 
exereeant. Hoc quoque honori zsr- glorict totius Begni yertitur-,, 
dum egredientes, Domi redeuntes, Beregrini O' Domefici,. 
Aulm haiic conjpicuam mirantur firnul O amant. 

Qi^d ad antiquitatem SpeElat egregiA hujus Skietatis, Griginenu 
fuam Imga ferie deducit a Mercatoribus Bernards, qui cum Orien- 
tali Orbis ^gione^ mmiersia hahuerunt pro Aromatibm compa- 
randk, d^, deyiBd- hdc Infuld, Urbem habitabant-. Qjjibm- 
KoEratim in re Hautiea peritia OriginemJuarn debere yidetur, 
jaltem ab illk 'mfikum incrementi aceepit, atqm adeb SMarisi 

Jmperium^, 
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hipermi, qnod kc Infula large lateque per multa retro Secula 
ohtlmit^ eildem aliquo modo acceptum refert. Q^apropter in 
Diyitiis, <sr abmddnti rermn Copia'^uteras omnes 'Qmmmitates 
facile fuperalarit. Hm OrU fmt VarnilU il^^^ mdx 
^rolemilltijiriorerh datum. 

Heec CommunitaSj Corpus fit politicum, fuh cur a O' guher-‘ 
mtione quatuor Cuftodm, qui vocari pojfmt Superintenderites^nomme 
3iagifiro exclujo, ut (fapiti Qronato femper locus relinqueiur., 
quern locum Carolus Secundus CBeaU SPimorice) f]^x implere non 
dedignatus ejl; Cujus l^men^ ut retemitati confecrar'et gratijfinia 
Societas, Scatu^m ejus erexit in 'Byrfa ^egia, \0 in ^egiflro 
fuo Nomen ejus infcriptufn habet, tit teflimonuim ft pofieris grci^ 
titudinis furt erga %egem tarn ^enignum,qui Chartam illi fixam red^ 
didit O firmam ^ qua. in re Exetnplum propojuit Regibusfuis fuc^ 
cejforibus, utfaWe fuo perpetuo Qommunitatem banc foVerent., 
ut perpetuum fit Charitatis j)iyerformi, US' fertiliffimum Mer=> 
catorum opulentorum, pioriim Chium, O fidellum Subditorm, 
Senmarium. 

JVhich may be thus read in Englifh : 

G <^0CE<\S hall was once the Manfion- 
Houfeof the Lord F<f;^=Ti)(j«er,aPeer of this Realm, 
of whom the Company purchafed the fame, in the Reign 
of King. Benry the Sixth, being fituate in the Centre of 
the City of London, and haying a fair open Garden behind 
for Air arid Diverfion, and before it, within the ibafe, a 
large Court-yard, for the receptioin of Coaches, as the 
Aldermen arid Sherriffs attend the Lord Mayor on Pub* 
lickAflfair'Sj efpecially froiii G«iW-F&//> : and che ’Scfiiorits 
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atthe Old-Baily j or as the Nobility, and other Perfons of 
Qjialityj fiiall either ^pay their Vifits, or be thither in¬ 
vited by his Lordfliip: For thefe Realbns the Company 
of Grocers^ after the late dreadful Fire, rebuilt and inlarged 
itwith all Offices and Accommodations, far beyond any 
other Place that ever was, or now is, for the moft Com¬ 
modious Seat of the Chief Magiftrate,, as he is for the time 
being his Majefty’s Reprefentativc in this Famous City, at 
the expence of many thoufand pounds, as defigning it 
for encouragement of their Members, and conveniency of 
the Citizens reforting thither, as to the Fountain of Juftice,. 
from all Parts of the City i as it may alfo redound to the 
Honour of the Kingdom, being confpicuous (in their 
tranfient view) to Embaffadors and Foreigners, as well 
as Natives of his Majefty's Dominions, paffing and re»= 
paffing through this City. 

And as this Society may boafl: ofitS Antiquity, deriving- 
its Original from Merchants in/iowe, trading'in Spices to> 
the Eaftern Parts, who from tranlplanted them* 
felvcs to this City with the Conqueft of this Ifland, and 
firft gave Wings to Navigation here, from whence this^, 
Ifland hath been able to give Law (by Sea), to all the 
World 5 fo hath it (above all other Companies in London)-. 
abounded in wealthy Members, trading both at home 
and abroad j from whence have fprung many honourable 
Families,being incorporate by the Name of Four-Wardens 
asSuper-intendents,without a Matter, and Ib mott capable 
of Adoption by a Crowned Head j King Q}arks the Se¬ 
cond of Bleffed Memory, having been their latt Sovereign 
Matter j and, as other Companies have done, in. Memory 
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of the King from whom they have received the like Ho¬ 
nour, To this Company hath fet up his. faid late Majefty s 
Statue in the Exdange^ and recorded his Sacred 
>5ame here in their Regifter^ that fo the Generations to 
come may know how far they are Debtors to his Me¬ 
mory, for the Foundation he laid,. whereon his Royal Suc- 
cefTors might build, to carry on and complete their Hap 
pinefs,. in reftoring and fetling fo Pious a Nurfery of Cha¬ 
rities, and fruitful Seminary of Eminent Merchants and 
Good Citizens. 


God fa^oe the King and Qmen. 


T 0 



TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 



EARL OF 


and 

Lord Chamberlain of his Majefty’s Ho uflioid 


My Lord, 


T Hough my Station he but low in this little 
Trovince-jet Ican(rim)without ‘Breach of 
my good Behaviour, humbly boajl of the 
Honour of being (therein) four Vordlhifs Fellow^ 
Servant, under one Sovereign MaHer, fo Good 
and Gracious, that He delights in nothing more, 
than to encourage the ‘Diligent and the Faithful. 

The Company of Gioceis, who have fuffered an 
Eclipfe of (ate Years, from the fad Effetls of JVar 
and Fire^ are noWy under the Smfhmeof His Ma- 
jejly's Gracious Infuhwe, to be rejlored to their 
Trijiine Lujlre, fo as with Courage and Comfort 
they, may improve their Brivileges and Immunities 
B for 
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^or Tuhlkk^ and T)ifulhe Good, in difcharge of 
their great Trup, agreeable to the Original End 
and T>efign of their Corporation.. 

My Lord, Lhough this Society had not the 
Mammon of Trofit and Advantage^ to Court four 
Lordjhifs Eatronage ; yet I may adventure to tell' 
Your Lordfoip,. that by implanting Your Self into 
it, You gave the Grocers more than their due 
for it cannot be doubted, that a 'Body Politick^., that 
'makes out fo fair a claim to a Crowned Head, can 
he. defeCiivs in their-jufi Ekle to the mofi Honour-^ 
able and Heroick^ Member. This I have here-en¬ 
deavoured to demonHrate, as a Tefiimony,.how am¬ 
bitious I am to manifejl my felf Their Mayejl ks. 
Dutiful and Loyal SubyeCland 

. May it pleafe Your Lordfliip^. . 

Your Hbnours moft Eaithful 
Obliged, and moft Humble Servanr, 
William Krtvenhill, 

, , ' . Clerk.ofthffCompaDy. 



To the Right Honourable^ Right Worjhi^ful, and 
the refi of the Worthy ME MINERS of 
tk SOCIETY of the MYSTERY of GKO. 
CERYy London^ 

William Ravenhill, their Clerk, hmhly ojfers and prays, their 
Acceptance andferufal of thefe following Tapers ; as a Teflh 
many of his Hearty 'Defires, and Sincere Endeavours, to vin¬ 
dicate the^putation, and improve the Intereft of this Society. 

A S loon as by the good Providence of God I 
obtained the Favour, and had the Happinels 
to be chofen your Clerk, I refolved with my 
utmoft Diligence, to purfue and perform ray 
Duty in this Place, and thereby gratefully anfwer the 
expectation of my Friends, who promoted my Election; 
and alfo lay hold on fo fait an opportunity, to ingra¬ 
tiate my felfinto the Favour and Efteem of Good Meii: 
Being convinced, that if I fhould negleCt my Duty, it 
• would render my Folly and Ingratitude more conlpi- 
cuous to the World : Therefore, that I might in doing 
the one avoid the other, I endeavoured, in the firft place, 
to inform my felf of the true State and Condition of the 
■ Company; upon Inqueft whereof, I found it plain and 
mahifeft, that for want of Knowledge of the Truth 
thereof, many Reproaches and Reflexions were caft 
upon this Society, both from Strangers (with whom 
B 2 they 
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they have been no way concerned) and atfo their Cre¬ 
ditors, who rendred them obnoxious in Courts of Law 
and Equity, and before the Commiffioners for Chari=> 
table Ufes, as if they had been a Company that poffefled 
a great Revenue, fufficient to pay all their Debts; yet 
were fo averfe from doing that, that they wafted and 
confumed their Eftate ip feafting themlelves, refufing 
to pay, unlefs they were compelled by - Chargeable 
Suits; which not only aggravated their Creditors, but 
alienated the Afteftions of many good Perlbns, as well 
Members as others; and caufed many chargeable Suits 
and vexatious Prolecutions againft them,, notwichftan- 
dingthe great Care and Endeavours oflbme Worthyand 
Good Members, who ufed all poflible means to avoid 
the fame: Therefore I made it my great Deiign to ac=- 
quaint my felfwith all their Affairs, and paft Trail- 
factions, that I might be able to make a true Reprefen- 
tation of the Company’s Condition, both what it was 
before they contracted their Debts, and how they be» 
came indebted; what they haveT already done towards 
it, and what means and methods they may beft ufe and 
profecuce to difeharge themfelvcs; to the end thofe great 
Reproaches and. Prejudices (vyhich through Mif=appres 
henfionsa.nd falfe Repbrtshave been.caft on this Com¬ 
pany) may. be remo.ved. ’ And every true-hearted Mem¬ 
ber, that bears a Chriftian relped to the Pious Memory ' 
of our Anceftors, (who were Worthy Benefadors,) and 
would iri difeharge of his Duty commend himfelf; after 
their Example, to Pofterity, may willingly and'chear- 
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fuUjbbiy 'tojHis: helipiM hand. And as S farthef Te^l* 
racany '^my hdaitydefifes to-ferve the Members^ having, 
fo briefly fiated the' Cotnpany’s Gafe, f Otati endeavour 
to':givfe';yoiE acGount'c^^ and foft 

(Greatiblii,. landGonttni^ance o^' the G B^^S, -as far 

and clear as I qaii haake Conjedture,, or-have received 
any probable Account j alfa I have regulated and db 
gdted tire Ccwapany’s-Books into an orderly Ivfethod ; 
as alfo tlaeir EvitlenGesto-cl'ear-their ficles to their feverai 
Rents, Lands, and Houfes, and the 'feveral Schools un¬ 
der their.Government: Andf al'fb the feveral Ecclefiaftb 
cal Livings, in the diipofition of this Society,, with the 
Names of their Founders, and' how they became Vefted 
in their Right j and alfo other Privileges peculiar tathis. 
Society j and how their whole Revenue ( as a moR 
righteous San^ion) is fettled^ to .fecure the due payment 
of all their yearly^Ghatities j fo as it may appear obvious 
and plain to be'underftood* by eVery individual Member j 
of which it wiU not be proper here to give an account 
but 1 refer to. the Books and Records ti^mfelves, nK)re 
flc to be infpe(Red at thb Hatt^ by fiaeh a&have Right to 
know them, thanto be expofed-tovtew of others, whom 
it no way concerns.' 

To which d bavendded-a fliert account of fome En* 
largement ofPrivil%es, Ranted them'by King Qjarles 
the Second, after the Qw Warranto brought againft them j 
which though it were an Invafion of the Subjed’s Rights, 
yet, by the over-ruling Providence of God, it became an 
occafioii of advantage to this Gompany, as it put them 

upon 
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upon fearching intp,;and .Examinatibri of tkir Confix 
tution, fo as to difcbver their Defeds and Irregularities $ 
and by advice of Learned Couniel to obtain a fubfe- 
quenc Charter, Jependme on^or Hlating to any Surren¬ 
der ; and without injury to, or interfering "wjth any other fompany, 
other wife than to regulate mif-ufage, and to.preferye their om 
^hts ; but rather tending, to the benefit and advantage of the 
tnhole City, as it explains and fettles the. Species of their 3lyfiery, 
and incorporates the '^hole London and fvithin three Miles) 
into one Body, to aiifwer the Original End arid Defign of 
their Corporation,, and to .prevent a Spurious Mixture, 
(the Caufe of all Abule and Dilbrder in every Myftery,) 
by putting in Execution the ByLaws and Ordinances, 
made and provided, purluanc tndeto, for well-govern¬ 
ing and regulating their Members and Myftery; which 
By-Laws laxd Qrdinams nOwi .examined \and approved 

of (as th? Law direds) .by the .Right Honourable the 
LorjsCommifJmersSqit the Cuftody of the Great Seal, and 
the Lord Chief Juftice of either Bench, (Sk John Holt, 
and Sir Henry Boftexfo},) to oblige; all Perfons ufing their 
fiery.,: as grocers,' CenffBimrj, f)ruggifts, ■fkbacconiU.s, 
or Tobacco-Cutters, in:lWo» and three Miles, diftant, (as 
being fo incorporate and declared a part of their My fte<> 
ry,) to a compliance therewith, jn. order to.'fopport their 
Charities, and to preforve a Succejjfion of Members in the 
Qompany. ' ; 


THE 



THE 


COMPANY’S CASE. 

Briefly Stated. 


M ost pan of the fat'd Company's Revenue is charged with yearly Charities 
to fvcral Parfjhes, Places, and Vfes, amounting to near the yearly 
Profits they receive ; mofi part whereof conftfied of Houfes in London, 
which Were all conflmed by the late dreadfitlFire, when they expehed.to have ad¬ 
vanced: great Summs of Money, by way of Pints, On renewing of Leafes, towards 
Payment of their Debts,: . . j ■ 

They had alfo heretofore many and'great Sitmmsiof Money paidinto their Hands, 
as a Fund for the Vfes following, (viz.); 

To pay\yearly Summs in Co,tls, Faggots, and'Money, JO feveral P-ariJjies and 
Wards about London,, andelfewhere. 

To feveral Prifo'ns for Redemption and Releafe of Rrifoners, 

To the Poor Members of the Comp.tny, 

To be lent to Toimg Men that had ferved their Times to Members of this Com¬ 
pany on Security, with httleorno Inttrefl, tofettip, and to be returned again. 

To buy. Impropriations, for. maintenance of, Minijlers,. where their Livings are 
ffnall. Jnd. 

To maintain feveral Schools and Alins. Houfes, 

They comply ed punbiually with all their Trufi's, continuing.in very-great Credit 
and'Repiitaiion, until'the fad EjfeBsof War and Fire rendred them uncapableto 
difeharge their yearly Charities, where they have no Fund left. And 

The remaining part oftheir great Debts which they contracted, asfolloweth, viz. 
Anno 1 6ip. To accommodate the late .King Charles the Firfi^ in his Exigencies, 

tn Security of fame of his Peers,. -;-^,-- 4500 1 . 

Anno 1641. To Subdue the Rebedm in Ireland, and Relieve his faid late Ma. 

jefifs Protefiant Subjells there in difirefs, -----9000 1 . 

Anno 1643. They were- compelled to. lend the City, for which they had their 

Common Seal, -——------4500 !. 

All which, they took. up. on the Company’s Seal, nor were fingular therein, but 
necejfitated thereto, in compliance. witb-aRtthsr--Companies, and indeed with the 
whole'City. ' ' ' . 

Vpon 
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Vpn ikeir^i^iagjipjih Miiuy, 4hey made tt By-Luro to levy the fme on them- 
fdves,if their Stock^fdlfliorf, and fo they continued fnymetii ofthsh Interefi-, and 
as one Creditor called for hit Money in^ they took up of others, and paid them off, 
dependivgtipongettingin theirfaidPrincipal', a'.lvi!hichfmledthem,tillatlafi their 
foie hope was of advancing Money iy renewing of Leafes, snany whereof were nigh 
expired', hut the Fire in i(S66- con fumed their whole Revenue in London; 
they havittgalready paid for Jntereft of Money,between i6ep0.and i(J55.-30ooo/. 

jis their Debts exceeded a ny other .Companies, fo their lofs herein was exceeding 
great, fo that norO they were uncapable any longer to payfDebts or Charities. 

They applied tbemfekes to the Parliament, then fitting, on their faid By-Law, 
but were rejeiied, as binding to no more than were Parties to it, mofi of whom 
■mere dead. 

They'thad then nomeans to raife Money, hut by letting their Ground to Builders 
for Fines, on long Leafes, great part whereof they were compelled to, by decree of 
the Judges at CViSbrd's-Jnn. 

find by voluntary Subfcriptions, both which were fee m foot foon after the Fire ; 
.and to encourage Stibfcriptions, Sir John Cutler, ereBed the firft Building in the 
Carden. . » 

TheyraifedconpderableSumms, and propounded topay their Creditors their Prin¬ 
cipal, part thereof down, and the refi at two Payments. 

Jnd after many Meetings, mofi of their Creditors inclined to accept offuch Pro- 
■pofals,finding how it mufl he advanced ; hut fame of their Members being backyoard, 
and fame Creditors ill advifed. Sued the Company, and feizcd their Hall in Rnines, 
•which put a flop to all, though thofe Creditors themfelvcs repent this ; afterwards 
Joofing their Charges, .andglad to comply on lower terms, than at firft offered. 

ulpterwards the Company r.tife Money, what they could of kind Members them- 
felves, andhskpup the refidue on the uljfignment of the Sequeftration and C onveyance 
of ad their Eftate, to pay offthe Credittrrs that Sequeftrea, andfome other remaining 
propo-rtions to Creditors, who had not yet received any: And to fupply what was 
wanting, they let their Land in Ireland, on Fine, finkjng their Rent fo i o 1. per 
Annum. But the Hall continuing in Ruines,. the Company was thereby rendred 
reproachful. 

The Apprentices, botind at other Halls, and turned over. 

T he Freemen takp their Freedoms of other Companies. 

AndaliBenefaBors decline as defpairingy any good to Pofterity. 

So-that the Members every year dying and failing, and many removing into the 
Country, and none to fucceed in their Pldces, 

It nuift needs follow, that the Coshpany in ft'w years mufi dijfolvefor want'of 
aSiwcefim of Members f which would mofi reproachfullyhave rendredthe Members 
then living, who were numerous, and:, equal, jfhpj.md're eminent, than any other 
Company, not only tnofi.fhitigratefui toih'ek'Pfedecejfiri, who have been fo liberal 
BenefaUers, imdhaveif^tfucbGrminds'fiybHghihe''B'Hildirigswerefo'confimedby 
Fire) yet now built on, gives a great hope to Pojferity, but alfo obnoxious to Vofte- 
rity.- ■ Ihe 
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thevatrjldsratmvi’hereofttlime, moved Sir J<)hn Moore, another Worthy Mcm- 
■kr, (tknvtxt in conrfeto fiicetedinthe Chair,) to ref air the Body of the Hall, 
and alfo Sir James Edwards, and other ^nd Members, to enlarge imith Com¬ 
modious Bmldingsfor the Seat ofa Chief Mdgiftrate ; that it might not only encou¬ 
rage thoFreemen, Affrentices, and Benefablors, to freferve the Comfany a Ntsr- 
fery of charity, and Seminary of good Citmns, but aifo anfmr the Charge of the 
'Building, in improving the yearly Revenue of the Co/spany, and is indeed (if 
rightly conjidered) in the Companys preftnt Cirtitmfiances, of greater advantage 
to the Company, than any one thing that hath been done for them. For 

I, It hath much incouraged the Apprentices and Freemen, fo that tohereas there 
nfed to-be bound one, two, or three Apprentices in a Month, and one or two made 
free before, and thofe but poor Artificers ■, they encreafed afterwards to a far greater 
Number, aswell of Freemen^ as Apprentices and many of them of good Quality. ■ 

U. It hath given great fatUfailm to feveral Eminent Members, who have de¬ 
clared themfelves very inclinable to contribute largly towards difcharge of the Com- 
panfs Debts and Charities, if they fee bttt any Encouragement from mrefioftbe 
Members. 

III. This Building, though it amounts to much more than what it wad^t firfide- 
figned, yet a great part there^ hath been freely laid down, on purpofe far this workj, 
and matever is farther laid down towards it, {which it is hoped the whole will be 
raifedby kind.Memhers to anfwer thefegood ends,) would never have been fa given, 
but for this very purpofe. 

And that the Bssilding and Beautifying the Hall, may not be a bait to Creditors 
again to feiae it, fo again to difeourage the Members, 

The Hall, and the Company's Revenue, is, by advice of Counjel, fettled by Con- 
veyanceand Decree. 

I . SubjeSi to fecure the Money fo taken up to difcharge the Sequefrations, 8cc. 
And when thofe, and what Monies they fiould be fonecejfttated to takeupto cempleat 
the Buildings, faallhe difeharged. 

II. Thento fecure (fo far as the fame will extend) the yearly Ckirities where¬ 
with the Company is chargeable, by many Benefablors who fo heretofore lefc Money 
in their Hands, as a Fund to fecure the fame', no part whereof now remains', as 
being a trttfl they are liable in the frfi place, as a Duty incumbent on them, both to 
avoid a Cur fa, and in order to obtain a Ble(fwgfrom God upon their Endeavours ; 
and alfo to avoid profecution of the Commifioners, upon the Statute for Charitable 
'Vfes, who have yearly put the Company to va(I expences already upon that Account. 

An dthefe things havingbeen made k^own to their Creditors, who werealfocon- 
viuced (by the ill fuccefs of others) how vain and fruitlefs it wotdd be te put thesn- 
felves and the Company to trouble and charge, whereby they might hax/trd thelofs 
of their Debts, but not in the leafi better fecure them', the Company have been not 
only free from Suits and Profecutions, which they were not at any time before, fince 
their troiiblesbegan, hut alfo the Wirdens and Afiftams have been (in a great mea- 
fure) freed from tbefe daily Clamotsrs, which diftiirbed them in the Compa-ay's 
Service, G 




The Company’s Cafe briefly fi:ated. 

And now fo fair an opportHnity hem offered to deliver the Company, and to give 
Encouragement to BenefaUors^ it isltopedthere is no Member hut mil chearfally 
embraccit, rvherebytheyjhallmt only draw others on, by their Example, topreferve 
this Society fill a Nurfery of Charity, and Seminary of good Citizens •, biitalfo 
encourage BenefaUors for the future, fome in their Lives, andothers at their Death, 
liberally to extend their Kindnefs towards this Company, and mthout all doubt, 
fuch work^ as thefe are acceptable to Cod, in times ofgreateft Trouble and Danger 5 
andfich BenefaUors may hope (on no lefs Security than God’s own JFbrd) for 
Eafe and Comfort on a Sick.Bed, aud Deliverence in time of Trouble. 

And moreover their Creditors (being now made fenfible loftbe Truth of the Com¬ 
pany’s Conditipii) are inclined to comp^ with any reafonable Propofals fbali be siiade 
by any on the Company’s behalf, and (as fome have already done') others are willing, 
and ready to embrace fuch Terms, as may be agreeable to the Company's Condition 
in their prefent Circumfiances, for their Satisfatlion- 

I havethus abllradted the Company’s Cafe in thefe four Pages: To the 
end all Perfons concerned f whether Members, Creditors, or BenefadtorsJ 
whofe time will not permit them to read the following Sheets, may be more 
readily informed upon all Occalions of the Truth of their Condition; And 
for their eafe, who (hall deCre farther Sadsfadtion in any particular, I have 
added marginal Notes in the following Pages for their Diredtion. 

And now having at laft by God’s alfiftance, and with unwearied induitry, 
accomplilhed my defign; and haying alfo traced their Revenue to the Ori¬ 
ginal Donors and Purchafers, I did (by order of the Affiltants) prepare 
and caufe- the fevcral following Tables to be fet up in their Hall, which I 
have here inferted, (as a Monument more laldng) to the end the Names of 
their Friends and Benefadlors, from whom they have received All, may be 
kept in Memory, that the Generations to come, as well as the prefent Age, 
may notonly blefs God for fuch a Foundation, but be quicken’^ from their 
Example ito build and enlarge thereupon, that their Names may in like man¬ 
ner furvive in the blolTom of a fyveet fmelling favour, when their Bodies are 
turned to doft. 



W ILLIAM the 
UI. King of 
England, G-c. by his 
own Royal Permifton, 
was on the I2d. day of 
_ Oftobcr, in the Firft 
Tear of their Majellies 
• j. Reign , chofen , &c. 

Sovereign Mafier of 
I 7 j Company ^ graci- 
d,„ ossjly accepting the In- 
'‘ff firment of fnch his 
1 w- Majejlks EleBion and 
ad I Freedom in a Cold- 
ntfj} Box, I 
I'^^i jind afterwards was 
frf gracioufly plea fed to re- 
fore and confrm their 
j Charters and Privi¬ 
leges, adding the Su¬ 
gar-Ba kers,^ 

Branch of their My- 
Jlery \ whereupon their 
Ordinances were again 
examined, and appro¬ 
ved of (as the Law 
MreHs ) for well gOr 
verning of their Mem¬ 
bers and Myfieiy, 


C HARLES then. 

late King of Es\^- 
land, &c. and Sove¬ 
reign Mafier of this 
\ Comp any was grad- 
! on/ly pleafed by Special' 

I ly arrant, under his lyffi Riffm 
Sign Manual, to af- 
certain the feveral, Igayc.m fn 
Branches of the Myfie- 
ry of the Grocery, de- |ch3ricB/fefcra" 
daring Druggifts-,] 
Confeftioners, Ta- *••■»»? f-t/. i, 
bacconifts, and Tz- 
bacco-Cutters (as ad 
frY&hftitjto 7 .:zz:h 

be a pan of the Myfte- fit's twM « 
ry, and purfuant there- 
to, they were after- "fitn 
wards by Charter, un- 
der the Great Seal,du¬ 
ly Incorporated, and 
made one Body with the 
Grocers ( never to 
he feparated ) to pre- 
ferve a Succeffwn of 
Members in this Com- 


Sitic<if/>r«x.Kt. ■) 

^clm Buntrftld, VWar- 

Kufutrd Peirct, C dens. ' 

Bands OMmkrUine, J ' 








T H E Site of-this Hall'and i 
Garden, with the Ground 
whereon Sir Robert Clayton r • | 
Divelling-Houje jlands, was for¬ 
merly the Manfion-Houfe and In¬ 
heritance of the Right Honour able | 
Fitzvvater, of whom the j 
Company parchajedthe fame, in j 
the Reign of King' Henfy the j 
Sixth, and foon after built their j 
Hall thereon^ for both which, . 
they borrowed great Simms of ' 
Money: And afterwards, in their j 
languijhing Condition, j 

Sir Henry Keble,. Kt. and Al-' i 
derman, fame time Lord Mayor, 
lent them Money, on Securitj of 
the Hall and' Revenue, to clear 
their Debts : 

Jnd,hyhh la!i WiS and Tejla- 
ment, dated in the fixthfearof 
HingHenry the Eighth, freely 
gave all back to the Company for 
ever, to fupport their Charities, 


O IR William Laxton Ht. 

and Aiderman.aljo fome 
time Lord Mayor, by his lafi 
Will and Tefiament, dated 
the ijthDay of July, 
gave, for ever, to this Compa¬ 
ny, all his Lands and Tene¬ 
ments in Canning^treetjflW 
the feveral Lanes adjacent, 
ivhereon are now ereUed many 
fair Dwelling-Houfes, by the 
Leffees, after the late Dread¬ 
ful Fire i 

To maintain aSchool-Ma- 
fter and Vfher, and feven ' 
Almes-men, and a Woman to 
attend them, at Oundle in 
Northamptonlhire ; and the 
Surflufage to fupport their 
Charities^ 


The Bodies of thefe two Worthy Members and Benefadors 
were both laid in one Vault in St. Maty Jldermary-Ckmch, with . 
fair Monuments over them, deraoliflied by the faid late Fire. " 

The faid Sir Henry Keble, at his own'Jiroper Charges, built 
the liid St. M.ary Aldermary Church. 



BENEFA-CTQi'lCs. ^ 

Vrom whom the^ Gdmpirt^ havf. receiveil}, 
their R(vcmi\ iejigned for the Support 
and Relief of their poor Members, and 
Bift harge of other chmtable Vfes.' '' 

Tus DONORS Notnes , and. the Streets 
and Places mhere thetr Lauds akd^Tene- 
■mnts Jg ghmi'are\-'jicu,iee.- 


S!>Hcni7 Kebfej 
Sir William Butler, —' 
I John Maid 


•Brgad-Strect. ,, 
Tl^lm'esStr«^ 
' {.Mincing Lane. 


{ Grace Church Street. 

toinbaiid-.Street 
—'CbrilHil: “ ' ' ’ 

‘ ^'C3niiing-S<rett. 
i.Budi-Lartt';' 

1 Ahchucih-Lane: 

Sir William Laxton,—<i St. Nicholas-Lane. 

Eaftclieap. 
i Sh«l-{iorrl LanCj 
Swithiiislane. 
--Widhhabk. • 

—Sr. Antholins. 

$■ Wood Street. 

' LSteyning-Lane. 

Sir Thomas Middleton,—Baynerd’s CJlUe. 

William Robinftir,-.-Grub-Street. 

Eliz,tbeth BjirreV-Cheap-Side. 

Peter Bloundell,-Dbnning’s-Alley. 

Sir John Hart,--Shore Ditch. 


IlShn-Biliaaoni' 


Emmc BacliuSi- 


Ladjf Anne M 


BpEKp^TORS, 

WHi^e tbet Coik^any Summs of\ 
Mmey to purchafe Lands and ' 
Tenementswinch (with much' 
'more) thtf laidotufn'timpra^i^g 
' ' the Landrand Tinehsents fo gi- 
'' men by other BenefaShrr^ tlsat 
. •the fame might alfb dnfwer'tk- 
■ f-yearly Charitiet ■ appointed'- by 
••-•'■ thofe Donor's of fern-J^nen. 


Conway — 
Gilbert Keate - 


-144:- 


VViniajn R^i(ii^;rr-T:T7-’ aibp' 

Jldermn Smi4s'l^tinrr: 

Frands.Tyrrel -. "I,79b 
JohnHeyrlon— 
EdiBOnd-TttcviB-d ..joop 
Robert bambert; '' d 
Nicholas' Stnes ' . ; . '.' ; K^l 

Sir )6bii Peachy — ---' joc 

Richard Haile--- 

A^k yy hpa^-lp y:_ , - • 

HumphryWalwyni-—. 

Mary Rofainfoff. . J —' 500! 


Total Sutrtm- 


-6551 


The prijent Rents (with fo/ni fitiall Addition from the cafual yearly PtoftsJ 
do difch'arge-the whole yearly Oiarities of hothkindt-, and-the Arrears of'edch 
Branch are feciired to he paid out of the firfi Fines on renewing Lm/cj, and] 
otheT'Improvement of the fame. 

^ 4 ni to, preferve andaugment their Revenue, they have, nude provifm to pre- 
1 vent adding to any Term^ whd fr five Tears remain m.ieing J andm to rtfervt 
Uefs tiMn-loL per Cent- ptrAaiwmt ef ihe pkimfrwuedyearly Kakt, m 
\Demife of any part thereof. 



The federal Tables 


l. s. d 


W HO gtwe Shmtns of Money, to he lent to young Members of the Com¬ 
pany, on fmall or no Interefi, at the Difcretion of the Wardens and 
Ajftflants-, tohereroith the Company having charged themfilves, the fame are 
now decreed to be raifed out of the firfi Fines on renewing Leafes, or other 
Profits arifing out of their Revenue, (above their yearly Charities,) imme¬ 
diately after the .Arrears of their yearly dsarities fiiallbe difcharged-, and 
for ever to be continued a Stock, for thefe,. and to be applied to ne other Vfes 
whatfoever. 

1. s. 

Gilbert Keate-- 50 .0 

Tbomas Da\ykins-20 o 0 

Robert Brooke-100 o 

Mary Robinfon-200 o o 

George Holman--100 o 

Richard Hall-—100 o 

TbomasIWeftraw-100 o 

Robert Bowyer--: 50 o 

John Hudfon—100 o 

S/rRobert Nappier-100 o 

William Pennyfather—100 o 

Thomas Moulftonr-200 o 

Stephen Abberley-250 o 

■John Mevil-100 o 

Thomas Gamull-200 0 o 

ConftanceWrightman--iGO _ 

Sir Edmond Wright — 5000 

Thomas Freeman-100 o o 

Wiilip Pennyfather—233 6 8 

This was not only a great Encouragement for young Men fo ■ to behave them- 



Beginnings, gain ample Ejiates, to become themfelves dlfo liberal Benefa'Elc 




fetisp in th Hajl. 

I N the Reignof-King Henry the IF. Henry 
Ghicheley, the EldeU Sr other^ being then 
Lord ArchSi/hop of Canter:feiiry , his: tm 
younger Srethren ivere both' Aldermen, and 
Members of this Com^ any, viz. William 
(the Second') aiA Sir, Robert (the Third) 
both in their turn Sheriffs, and'^Sir Robert 
afterwards twice Lord Mayor., who purchafed 
the Ground whereon St. Stephens Church in 
no:w fiandsy, which he. built at hvs 
own charge, the Advowfon whereof remains in 
the Compmy of GiocQTts to this. Day',:.which 
Church being confumed by She Fire, Anno 1 666^ 

7l}e ^ght Honpurahk Sir Thomas Chicheley, (alfo a 
Silemher of this Company,) who Tefcendei in a right Line 
from the fdifSir^ohert,) late 31dj}er of the Ordnance, 
afterwards Chancellor ofi ihe o/Lancafter,- and to 
JQng Charles the Second,and (fome time) to Jfing James the 
Second, of Lheir yMajeWiey mofi. I^^ T^'i^y. 

laid the firf Stone,yand was. a liheml^enfa&or. towards m 
htidding thereof ■ • ; ' ^ 

Jnd. being their SMafer, Annis at his own charge 
built the Company a new’Barge, and purchafed them.the Ten^ 
nant ^ghtof a Barge-.Honfe •, in grateful remembrance wheref 
pfi'th'ej haie -caufeddns Bihliire- and-this'Jhfcfipti'oh to'b'e'-here 
fit up. ..... 





feP in- ih ' 

If I were to give a Tide to this following 
Table, I humbly conceive it might be 
(not improperly) called 
The Infurance Office. 

That the Heir may not fooner prodigally 
wafle, than his Anceftor Ifugally got 
I the Eftate. 


■ A n O K A A Y ^ I 2 , if - ly- ^ 

* ’AvK7r<xi5mavf(w''cj«6 ■3^“ KOTisiV ^ 3 ’kuj^ 

. ' < ' ■ . 

A Lthough Good Works -{m Mll-hushmdirjg- our Ta‘ 
lent^ lent for Jmprb'vmieiH) he'not i&rkortm-., 

{in the Dialed of the Jpofile) they are efteemed the be(i- 
Evidence of 7akhj and Okdience, aid remain a furViVmg 
'Feflimony of a'Faithfd Stev^ard, yvJknflentinhis'^frave. 

^ jindit is oyfirVahkj thatinall flges, '^^Snoitr and Eftate 
toe been mfl dajiing in their FatnilieSj- Tuho have mofl a- 
hounded in Works of this Flnture. 

■ So tl}at if it jpej-e mbdfl- to djftgnffe Gdufft^hy fo many 
gredE]laksMyeheertfoidterwa^d'hfd‘Pkdigal&^ than 
gotten by his Frugal Parent j jpe may (with huriihle fubmijfion) 
conclude it is from a defeU in tins great and necefjary iiuty^ 
fo genei'ally Crownd -^ith a ^Ujfing m '<Fo]}erity. , 

*, Rev* .13. 7 hey nfifromiheir Laboerij andfeir. .dofillowthm. 



fet up in the HaL 


S J!^ JOHN CUTLER, and <Baronet, 

a Worthy Member of this Company^ haying Fined fof. 
Sherijf and Jlderman^ nigh forty years fmce, ms chofen and 
held JMafter’^Warden, Annis 165,-. and did immediate^ 
after the dreadful F'tre^ Anno 1666. at his own proper 
clwge^ ereB (out of,its apes) the fair file of Buildings 
now the great farlour, and entertming-f;pott^yer it^ and 
again was chofen and held JMajler^Warden, Annis 168 ^. 
Jnd alfo in Kmdnefs to the Company, Annis 1 58 f-. was 
Jffipant, and Locum Tenens to the Height fJonourable, 
their then. ^aper-Warden ; Jnd this prefmtyear 1 (J88. in 
their greateft Exigence, (when others, Tt>hofe turn it ioas, de¬ 
clined them,) confented to he chofen the fourth time their 
SMafer-Warden. 

Under whofe happy conduB, the Company s feymuehaOi 
been fettled, (as a moB righteous SanBion,) to fecure the due 
payment of their yearly Charities, 

Jnd the ^Members now reftored to aB in their feyeral Ca* 
pacities, (according to their Seniority and Merit,) in order 
compleat the Company’s DeTtyerance. 


D 



-The feverd Tables 


S IR JOHN MOORE, Knight and 
Alderman^ and late Lord Mayor, a 
Member of this CompMy, at his om charge, 
repaired and beautjfyed the ^ody of this Hall, 
Annis 1457°. tsihdfe leading Example therein, 
gave fuch encouragement to other JVorthy Mem¬ 
bers, liberally to contribute to'wards enlarging 
and compleating it mth additional building ^ Jo 
as to ma^e it the mojl Commodious "^eat for 
the Chief Magijlrate in this City', in grate¬ 
ful acfnoteledgement of lOfhofe kj,ndnefs, the 
Company afterstards caufed his TiBure, and 
this Infcription (^as a. Memorial thereof') to 
be here fet up.. 


1 

■L 



fet up in the Hall 


This HALL 

B Emg fituate in the centre of the Qty, was defigned and 
adapted for the Seat of the Chief Magijirate, at the ex* 
pence of 4800 /. in ne-ia ^Building and accommodations^ added to 
the Bpdy of the Hall, J^tchen, and S/r John CiitlerV iBwW-; 
ing-, on this Confidence, that as it U eyery Ttay th'e 'moft (om- 
modious flace for that Bublick, life, and "saould yearly fave, 
the Lord Mayor fo great and unayoidable Charge elfewhere, fd, 
it fhould he conJTdered accordingly, and in fame proportion'atig* 
ment the yearly ^yetm of the Company , for fupport and dif 
charge of their yearly (parities, and other incident charge of 
Repairs and Duties, &c. 

Annis 167^, arid 80. 

Sir Jarries Edwards, Merman,"^ 
and late Lord JMayor, JMaUer-] 

John-Beale, > Wardens. 

Thbriias Bourne, [ 

William -Buckeridge, J, 

Arinis 1680, and 1681,’ 

Sir]iemy T\i\(e,Alderman, and')' 
afterTtards Lord dMayor, cMajler- { 

Ralph Box, ‘>WaKdet}si 

:William Winch, ; ^j, , , : 

Roger Reeve, _ j 





Juftice ^and Charity Revivedo 

I N a moH ^khtem and VolmtarySetilpnm of the lohole 
^Venue of the CStn^dny of Grocers, by Inquifition, De¬ 
em, and Coyefance, (uiTruBees,) for eyer to feewe the due 
payment of theyearljffh'arltleSy af^ointed.hy their Donors and 
DmfdHm. \ ■ 

Annis Domini 1 68 ( 5 j 1687. 
y 7 ;e Right HoHourahk Sir Tljoriias Ch'ielije^ey",'], 

. JohnCWtier'':^Migfe<ii)ri^^ 

and Sir John Kdoose, Kiiight, 'Majief^ , 

Wrnmm rnttV - 

Thomas Horton, . ■ - -!•. ■ ; 

Edward. Sheerwpqd,. . J 


Annis Domini 16&7, 1688. 
Ralph Box, Ejiii.[J^aflerr..-\ ; 

.ijphn Banks, 

Stephen Coleman, ( 

Jonadab Balaam, J 

Edward Underhill, Efy^ Mrman, cMt^fter- 


Roberj Knight, . ^W^rdens. 
Francis. Lafep, . .. J 

__ Glory be to GOT). 



Exhortation to . Charitjij . &c. 

Th^re are feveral other Charities (])>heremth the 
grGiving Revenue ofEoe Qwcms mil be charge- 
able) afpointed bj pious ‘dnd dielh difgofed Ter- 
fons-, IVho in li^e 'tnanrier left 'feveral Summs of 
Money, which were laid out in improving the 
Company’s Lands by Tuilding, and conjiimed by 
the fame unhappy Fate^, particularly^ ■ 

F or. fi|pport and relief pfdecayed Members, and.their 
fickl^^ Familiesy as «ifo foil iheir Widow and Chil¬ 
dren in like diftrefsi- ■ ' 

For augmentation of maintenance for Godly Minifters, 
where Livings are fmall. 

. '^For encouragement and advahcemerit of Maid-Ser¬ 
vants in Marriage, 'who have faithfully ferved Members 
for a certain nuttiber of years. 

And for defraying the charge .of (ober A nniverfary Fefti® 
vals^ih moderate E'ntertainmenc of the Members, to main¬ 
tain and' eriereafe'mutual Friendfliip, and Chnftiah Con- 
verfation in the Fraternity, as well in Eiafe, as for Encou¬ 
ragement of the Members who ffiould fucceffively hap¬ 
pen to-be Stewards, whbfe Burden;‘is in the mean time 
made light by the preient' Ordinances, (whereby ^ all 
other charge of Members is^Kb made very ealie,) to the 
end the Stewards and M^bers, who ;are to- contribute 
towards thedhargei,- iTiay%e as-merfjrfhentfelvcsas their 
Guefts, at thofe Feftivals. ' 


All 




Exhortation to Charity, ... 

All which are faithfully .recor 4 ed, to take place, and be 
difcharged out of the yearly Revenue of the Company, 
(which will be very great,) upon expiring Leafes, (all 
decreed and fettled, fo as to be improved to the utraoftj 
to anfwer thole great Triifts fo repofed in the Members at 
the Helm, as being firft fo well defigned by the Donors, 
and now again made Sacred for fuch ules. 

And let be pronounced by every Faithful 

Member,' againft every one (and who can be now igno¬ 
rant, that is concerned as a Truftee) that flhall (know¬ 
ingly) attempt or endeavour , to alien, take away to them- . 
felves, or again mifapply the fame. 

And may the great Pilot of Hearts quicken and in¬ 
cline many others, (to whom God hath lent large Ta-; 
lents,) from the Example of thofe worthy Benefadors, 
whofe Nanaes are now here revived with a fweet fmelling 
favour, when their Bodies have fo long peaceably llept in 
the dull, to build on their Foundation, in chearfully con¬ 
tributing towards the llipport and relief of fuch numerous 
Objeds of each, kind, as the prefent Age affords, (in 
whom the voice of God calls aloud for it,) till fuch help 
(hall arife from the Holy Seed here fown, for a better 
fupply in a future Harveft froin thence. 

There would nf;ed noj rtlptiye to this Sacred Duty, 
would [Men confider that they are no Proprietors, but 
Stewards{inTruft)ofalhhey have; for which, as well 
as for what they leave of it, to Pofterity, (without fuch 
allowance as is here .^okenjoT); they flull moft affured- 
ly render a ftridt Account. ' 


And 



and Anathema againfl: Sacrilege, 

. And therefore the beft and iareft way,; to entail a 
Blefling on'their Children' and Pofterity; in what they 
leave them when they die, on like Tnift, ; to improve-, 
for the good, of others, (for die property caii never be al¬ 
tered,} is,- by .thus, taking care,- and. liberal lyyproviding- 
for 'the miferable and helplefs Members of their Mafters 
great Family-. 

A.tid. certainly, hadmany Men (efpe.cially fuch as made 
prpfeflion.pf Rehgion}. in their life-time, forefeenhow- 
foon a; Vicious Gonfuittption hath been made, by their- 
Childreri or Succeffors, of all they left them” for want of 
a better infurance of it, by thus dilpofing fome confide* 
rabler part of their iEord’sEftate, according to his own 
Willj they would (if it veere^to doe againf moft willing¬ 
ly have difpofed ofmore to fiich ufesas thefe^ 

, An^ therefore, .1 hope fuch asare convinced of this 
Truth, arid have been Eye-Wunefftt of fuch; fad effects in 
others, will .begin-in .their-life»time, and prevent the 
fraud or negligence (befides other contingencies}- at¬ 
tending their Executors, in difoofition of their. Charities^ 
when they are dead i for when their.o\yn. Eyesare Over* 
foers of fuch God-like ;difpofitionf they-may fweetly 
tafte that Peace and Comfort in their own Bofoms, whilif 
they liye, which. ;the. World .cannot: givey anttper- 
fevering in their Chriftian Duty they jEhali. thereby 
affuredly (though not meritodoully) treafure up to them* 
felves Eternal Happinels hereafter, When neither Moth can 
Eat, nor^ft Corrupt, nor Thkves break through and Steals 
and where they (hall he for ever above all nccefiity of 

aid 




Exhortation to Chartjy See. 
aid from the fading: JEitjoymetits, I of this World,’ when 
they (hall bfe' there;'enter rained with a Well ■ done Gooi 
md Faithful Servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord and 
3 iajier : For mofi: afluredly as the fuccour and relief 
ofthe Hungry and Naked, the Aged and Impotent, do 
daily afeend in filent Prayers to the Ears of the Om* 
nifeient Father of Mercies, and bring down (at leaft) 
Temporal BlelTings in this Life, on their Children and 
Pofterity, who thus, as Faithful Stewards, become their 
Patrons and Benefadors ; as we; may read to this pur- 
pofe, that Jehu (for the fmall Good he did^ fwayed the 
Sceptre tO the Fourth GenerationSo moft afluredly, 
the filent Sighs and Groans of the Widow and Orphans’ 
the Aged, the Captive, and the Impotent, under op- 
preflion, and in their Want and Milery, do cry as loud 
in the Eats of the fame righteous Judge, for Vengeance 
(in all the Curfes and Miferies attending Mortality) on 
the Heads and Families, not only :of all fueh as either 
covet, defraud, take away from, or hinder thofe poor 
Objeds of their Right, their Portion or Relief, butalfo 
offuch as come fliort in their Duty herein, according to 
their Power, Inteteft, and the opportunity they have, to 
(hcwittowatds:themi- asthey therafelves are appointed 
of God,but Stewards inTruftjfor thofe poor Members of 
one ChriftiaiH Body,v ^ ; r : 



■ ■ ' 

J port Account of the Original of the G R O- 
C E R S, and their fiip Incorporation: Jnd 
their Condition, in their prefent Circumjlances, truly 
^prefented. 


“Grocers (injuit Umthevi') dinitio, viovi Gmmms 

ut cx legihm noftrii fnhat nihil mi- B a term at firft diftin- 
^ Merchants 

dcrc rntfuni. In Ubro Statutorum of this Society, in oppolition to 
titfirorum ftgmficat Mercatores, sui Inferiour Retailers; for that 
rt/;yao</ mercium genus mum coe- they ufually fold ingrofs Quan- 
wanf. Skin. Etymologicon Lingua; titles by great Weights. And 
Anglicans. ja gf gyr old Books, the 

Word fignifies Merchants, that in their Merchandizing dealt for 
the Whole of any Kind: But in after times the word Grocery be- \y,:kh4,!rkrmi 
came fo extenfive, that it can now hardly be reftrained to the 
certain kinds of Merchandizes, they haveformerly dealt in: For 
, they have been the molt Univerfal Merchants that traded abroad, 
and what they brought home, many Artifts of this Society found 
out ways afterwards to change and alter the Species by Mixture, 
Confeftions, and Compofitions of limple Ingredients; by which 
means many and various way s of Dealing and Trading palfed under 
the Denomination of Groceries : And indeed this City and Nation 
do in a greatmeafure owe the Improvement of Navigation to 
Merchants, originally exereifing this Myftery, as Trading 'm- 
to ail Foreign Parts, from whence we have received either 
Spices, Druggs, Fruits, Gums, or other rich Aromatick Com- kJchUf^m 
modities. It is well known, this Company hath bred the molb 
Eminent Merchants in this City, apd this Society hath been fo -, 
prolilick, thatmany other Societies have been branched out from 
hence, as wiQ:be owned by the molt worthy of them. The Mer- - 
chants Trading to the Lev/tm Seas, and other Societies,have ori- 
ginally been the Off-fpringof this Society, as appears by ancient 
Records of Indentures of Apprentices,toMembers of this Compa¬ 
ny .And it is not inconfiftent,and may eafily be drawn within com- 
pafs of Belief,That there was amongft the^ow<?w a Society agree¬ 
able to this of the <?rocew, who: were alfo Merchants trading into 
thofeSeas, asmaybeCoIleilkdfrom ftr/iw, 8 Pott who wrote 
in &;«einthe time of-<^/g«/?«^,defcribingthe various Inclinations 

E of . 
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of Men in their Courfe of Life. He inftancesithem in fhefe 
Words, (viz..) - . 

Mercilus hk Italis mutat fuh file recenti 
jRugofum piper, ^ palletitis Gram Cjmini. Sat. 

With Merchandizing this with Care doth run 
• ' Vnto the Eajl, under the rifmg Sun, 

To fetch rough Pepper, and pale Cummin Seeds 
For Roman Wares, &c.. 

TiriaUd'Tetf Where Pepper, being the molt Royal Prefetyative Spice, is 
only mentioned by way of Eminency forall the reft; And fo we 
TwalcMh' conclude, that this was the Reafon why the Society of 

‘IhlTtunding the Grocers (whofe Original firft here exercifed, may modeftly 
in Rome. jjg fuppofed to fpring from the Romans) were, long before they 
were Incorporated, diftinguilhed by the name of- Peppenrs, al¬ 
though they traded before inall other the former Merchandizes, 
as well as that. It is impoflible to give any other Account of the 
Original of this Society here in this City, fo long at firft excer- 
cifed under the Denomination of Pepperers ; for that the City of 
London it felf, at firft under the Britains, and fucccfiively after 
under the Romans and Saxons, and at laft was over-run by the 
Danes-, no Hiftory now remains to give a certain Account of tlte 
firft Methods of Government therein, farther than what may be 
collected from fome late Writers of our own now extant, who 
have tranfmitted to us, what they could then difeover by their 
Enquiry and Search into Antiquity; whereby we may plainly un- 
derftand that the firft Model of Civil Government, fettled in this 
City, was from the Exemplar o( Rome it felf; as Mr. S.tow in- 
ftances in the very words of an ancient Writer, who wrote in the 
Reign of King Stepte, (viz.) This City (faith he) even as Kome, 
is divided into Wards, it hath yearly Sheriffs inftead ofConftils, it 
MddcfcM hath the Dignity of Senators, it hath Vnder.Offcers, and according to 

encrnnmt. Qualities of Lam, it hath feveral Courts and general aiffemhlks 
upon-appointed days. Some time after the City obtained their 
Tirfi urdiUy^ Chief Magiftrate to be underthe Denomination of Mayor, whkh 
w'london. ^35 yggr Qf Kjng Richard the Firft; the firft Man 

we find advanced to that Dignity was Henry Fitz.-Jlwm, who 
continued therein24 years fucceffively: And foon after (to wit) 
wmtainthe I'jth. year of Kiag Henry the Third, it appears 

Bockerell,^ Pepperer, was chofei) Mayor 5 and fo eminent were the 
. Pepperers 
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Pepperers in this Infancy of the Mayoralty, that before the 35f/j. 

year of that King’s Reign, a Pepperer had the Chair nine feveral 

years, and very frequently afterwards we find the Pepperers 

advanced to'that Dignity: And it appears by ancient Books 

(now extant) That in the time of King Henry the Fourth, there 

were at one time no lefs then 12 of their Members Aldermen, of Twa® MJtrmm 

which Number were two Brothers, WillmnChkheky, afterwards 

Sheriff, Sir Robert Cbicheley, afterwards alfo Sheriff and twice 

Lord Mayor, who alfo was Founder of the Parilh Church* of oh.cheiey tm, 

St. Stephen Wnlbrook, upon a Plot of ground by him for that Sacred 

llfepurchafedofthe Grocers, the Donation of which Church is at Otook omra. 

this day in the Company of Grocers. Which Society of the Peppc- 

rers increafiHg,and fpreading foUniverfal in Merchandizing, that 

itappears afterwards they were diftinguifhedbytheNameofG’ro- - 

cers, (as being a more comprehenfive Name than Pepperers •,) in- 

fomuch that before they were incorporated by the Nameof Grocers Crocas. 

(to wit) in the Third year of King Edward the Third, Jnno 1 3 29. 

John Grantham was chofen and held Mayor by the Titleof Grocer. 

And the firlt Charter I find of the Corporation of the Grocers, was 

granted by King Edward the Third, in the twentieth year of his 

Reign, Dom. 1345. which appears to be long before the 

Mercers were incorporated, though they are now the only Com- a,Mir,/ m 

pany have Precedency of the Grocers ; yet for the Reafons above- Grocers. t,. 

mentioned, it may be very well prefumed, that as the 

were long before them the moft Eminent Society, fo in after- 

times renewing their Charter by a more Comprehenfive Term, .A/imrnrd, m: 

they might Poll-pone themfelves. t«nidt,,i,m. 

But though they thus March as a forlorn Regiment in the Front, 

(might the Hopes and Endeavours of many good Members pre¬ 
vail to have the Spirit of our Anceftors revived in the prefent "*1" 
Generation,) -this could no way eclipfe the,Grocers, who have 
all the Noble Array of the reft of the Corporations following 
them, than the Morning Star ulhering in Day before it, can eclipfe 
the Glory of the Rifing Sun. 

Afterwards the Charter of this Company was Teveral times 
renewed ; as alfo it was in the Seventh year of King Henry the 
Sixth, and they then made a Body Politick, by the Name of Grocers bnrpi- 
Cafiodes & Communitas Myfierii Groceriae Londini. And in the 
beginning of that King’s Reign, they purchafed the ground 
where the Grocers Hall now ftands, with the ground belonging tjrd 
to it, of Walter Lord Eitz.-water, i Noble Peer of this Realm, iMlTlun/l. 

E 2 bounding 
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bounding the fame between the Old-Jewry and W/itbrook- And fb 
conhderable in the City were the Crocen long before that time, 
that they may be well prefumed (time out of Mind) to have had 
the management of the’ King's-Beara, as an Office peculiar to 
them •, not only as principally ufing the fame, but as being ori- 
ginally veiled therein-, they having had all along (beyond the 
Kms'i Bern, jyjgniory of Man) the naming of the Weigh-Mafter, and the 
naming, placing, removing, and governing of the four Porters, 
attending chat Office, aU to be eleded out of their own Com¬ 
pany, and to be Sworn at their own Hallj a Privilege allowed 
them, as their undoubtedandinfeparate Right, as ancient as that 
Office it felf ufed in the City, 

Alfo araongft other Privileges and ancient Uffiges of this Com- 
vm mt vri. ^ j j recorded, even as high as Edward ths Fourth’s days, 
Slrnto"/’’’this Company had Power ofinfpedion and Corredionof Abufes 
and Irregularities of all Perfons (though free of this or any other 
' Company) in the City or Suburbs, any way uling or exercifing 

any kind of Grocery ; and alfo to affay the Weights they bought' 
or fold by i andtotake notie'e of all their Defaults, and return i 
them to be Fined at . the Diferetion of this Fellowihip, and to 
take 4 d. of every Perfon for their Labour therein, as well of 
fuel) as were offending, as fuch as were not; which Ufage was 
always continued: And in the Charter renewed to this Company’; 
in the fifteenth year of the late King CWerthe Firff, this Pri- 
vilege is Confirmed, and exprelled to-extend three Miles from 
the Cityj as well within Libertiesas without, and hath only been 
omitted for fome years palt, when the Company began to be firft 
interrupted in their Affajrs, 

The fame King Henry the Sixth, by Charter under the Great 
Seal, granted tothis Company the Officeof Garbling in all places 
G.rt',v, ofe- throughout the Kingdom of England, (the City of London only 
excepted;) which Privilege (though difeontinued during the late 
unnatural War, and almoft forgotten) is now ratified by their 
late Charter and Confirmation, and may be of confiderable Ad¬ 
vantage to this Company. 

In the time of the Reign of KingAfe«)-^the Seventh,the Compa- 
ny was greatly indebted,and Sir Henry Kehle,oSNoxthy Member, 
s"r wii&m iJx-’ (fometime Lord Mayor of this City,) lent them Money on their 
Hall,and-their Revenue,(nigh the full value,)to clear their Debts, 
}"iC, and afterwards, in the beginning of the Reign of King Henry the 

Eighth,by his laft Will andTeftament,freely gave back all to the 
iKSraw’si'mKj'. Company, remitting his whole Debt and Intereff: ThisSir Henry 
Keble, at his own Charge, built Aldermry Church. Afterwards, 
about 
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®bout the eighteenth year of the fame King Henry the Eighth, 

Sir l^;//M/»Z-«A'«»alfo,a Worthy Member, (and fometime Lord 
Mayor,) by Deed executed in his Life time, gave the Company, 
all their Lands and Houfes in Canning Street, and the Lanes there¬ 
unto adjoining. 

1 lhall here add but one more, (who may well deferve to be re¬ 
corded among their chief Benefadiors,) Mr.yo/)»M//fl'off,a worthy 
Member, by his Will,dated about the fourteenth of King Henry 
the Eighth, gave this Company all his MelTuages in the feveral'j("‘“f'"" 
Parilhes of St. Michael’s, and St. Peter’s in Cornhill, which being 
confumed (with the reft of their Revenue in London) by the 
late dreadful Fire, many very fair Houfes have been lince built 
on the fame ground, by the Companies LeafTees, on long Leafes, 
under fmall Rents, but of great improvement when expired. 

Upon part of which ground ftood the late Weigh houle,where 
the Office of the King’s Beam was kept, until the ^tirne of the 
fame Eire. 

And in order to prevent any difference, which might other- 
wife hereafter happen, between the City and Company, touching 
theintereftoftheCity in Weigh-houfe-yard , I humbly conceive 
it to be my duty herein to infert (in the beft manner 1 can) the 
Truth.of the Cafe, efpecially. lince upon fearch I could find 
no certain footfteps of it in their own Books at Guild-Hall, 
which occafioned fome difficulty in fettling the draught of the 
Leafe (hereafter mentioned), from the Company to the City: 

The City claiming Intereft in the foil of the WeigKhoufe-yard,, 
upon fomefurmife that tliey had more ground there (than what 
they claimed under the Company’s Title) belonging to them, 
until I had made the contrary appear, (both by Evidence, and 
Certificate of the ancient Inhabitants there-,) as alfo, that as well. 
all the ground fo demifed by the Company to the City, as that 
whereon the Houfes on all parts of the Weigh houfe-yard are. 
built, (being bounded on the North with the ground of the 
Merchant-Taylors, and fronting the High Street of Cornhill,) is 
part of that ground fo devifed by Mr. John Bilfdon to the Com¬ 
pany of Grocers. 

So as all the Intereft the City hath there, appears to be- 
thus, wi. The Grocers having (as above is mentioned) the.- 
management of the Office of the King’s Beam, did former¬ 
ly accommodate.the City with a Weigh-houfe there, conve-^ 
nient for executing the fame Office, under fome referred Rent, MtfflZ'inmip.. 
for that the whole duty ariling thereby (the Weigh-Maftcr 
and Porters Wages dedufted). belonged-to the. City, until 
the. 
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the year 1525. difference happening between the then Lord 
Mayor and the Company, touching the Nomination of one to 
fucceed the Weigh-Mafter, then lately Dead; a Committee of 
Aldermen was appointed for the City, and a Committee of Gro¬ 
cers for the Company, who determined the fame; and the 
Company, purfuant to that Agreement, were to grant the City 
aLeafeof theirWeiglT-houfe, being one great lower room, for 
P9 years, under the Rent of 10 l.fer annum, which the City ac¬ 
cordingly had and enjoyed, and the Company to enjoy their 
Privileges, fo to nominate the Weigh-Mafter and Por¬ 
ters. 

The Company afterwards granting a Leafe to one LyoncU 
Newman, of a final! Ware-houfe at one end of the faraeWeigh- 
houfe, andof all the Rooms as well over the Weigh-houfe, as 
over the fame Ware-houfe, fora long term, at 40 s.-per annum,- 
the City afterwards purchafed the faid LyonetlNewman's Intereft; 
and the whole being fo confumed by the Fire, upon application 
v.e dccrci of tlic City to the Judgcs at Ctiford's-lm, and oh hearing the City 
< 'h c:fy Company, they Decreed,the Company (for encouragement 
ofthe-City to build ) (hould grant the City a Leafe of the whole, 
with additional years, under the eficire Rent of 12 1 . per annum, 
which is drawn and prepared accordingly , being one Mefluage 
eredled bythe City, on the ground whereonthe Weigh-houfe 
and Ware-houfe ftood, and now in the occupation of Mr. Williams 
the LealTee of the City. 

r t ' The other branches of the Company’s Revenue, together 
'*'ith the feveralCharities and Ufes wherewith as well Sir Henry 
SirlLi/Zidwi^-vtoH, and Mr. Si//Wo»’s, asalfoevery other 
wku- 17 'cv-n"" thereof are charged, as alfo the feveral Schools, and Ec- 

Promotions, in the Company’s difpofition, and under 
their Government and Infpodtion, 1 havedigelted into an orderly 
^TT 7 n, 7 ','r (3* '’1°^ proper there to be feen) in Books for that pur- 

eTil f ltim!!. pofe provided at the Hall. 

Thus this Company long flonrilhed both before and after that 
time, with many Eminent and Worthy Members, who became 
very liberal Benefadtors, and had fo great a fhare all along in the 
H ,d Mm,, m Senators of this famous City, that they never wanted an Alder- 
Members yearly to fucceed Mafter-Warden of this 
Company ; and fo faithfully did they acquit themfelves of thole 
Charities they were intrufted withal, that it gave them the 
jhh, greateft Reputation of any Company in London: Infomuch that 

/w Sir a”,! well-difpofed Perfons, did covet to make this Corporation 

as .it were the Corbm of their Charities, which in procefs of 
time 
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time became their Snare, as in this Difcourfe will immediate!/ 
appear ; wherein I fliall endeavour, by giving a true account of 
the Nature of thofe Charities, to remove the reproach that hath 
been call pn this Company, as if they had mif-imployed them ; 
and make it plainly appear, that the Company of Grocers have, in 
the Judgment ofevery impartial Man, (who Ihall well weigh their 
Circumftances from the firll to the lall,) acquitted themftlves in 
all the Trull and Affairs of this Company, as becomes Worthy 
Citizens, and beyond what the worlt of their Detraftors might 
have jullly expedled from them j efpecially conlidering how fmall 
a part of their yearly Revenue remained to the Company, when 
the Yearly Payments ilTuing thereout, purfuant to the Difpolition 
of the Donors, arededudted. 

M ost part of all the Land and Houfes,given to the T,m,ih curgd 
Grocers Company, were by the Donors charged 
with yearly Charities, illuing thereout to certain Ufes, 
by them limited and appointed, well nigh amounting to 
as much as the Rent referved upon long Leafes in being,. 
and Let before they contradled any of their Debts, as is 
hereafter mentioned; all or moll part of which lay in’ 
the City of London, and the fame Leafes many of them 
were nigh expiring , about the time of the late dreadful 
Fire. 

Thofe other Charities, which were Summs of Mone)^, 
given by feveral Eenefadors unto this Company, (there 
to remain as a Fund,) who charged this Company on that 
account with yearly payments to certain Parilhes, Places,, 
and Ufes, well nigh as much as the full Intereft thereof 
amounted to, or very fmall advantage to the Company, 
over and above the fame, fo that the Company were ne- 
cellitated to difpofe of thofe Summs of Money at Intereft, 
on the bell Securities they could get, to enable them to 
make good thofe yearly Charities; many of which Secu- 
rities might in all probability become very backwards in 
payment, and fometimes quite Defperate; fo that the 
Company having daily Money prelira upon them, were 
inforced to accept the fame at Intereft, and thereout con¬ 
tinued conftant payment .of thofe yearly Summs; and al- 
fa. 
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fo to accommodate Young Men of their Members with 
Money, on Security, to fet up, purfuant to the Wills of 
feveral Donors of that kind, (whereof they had not a few 
Benefactors,) fo that in time, by occafion of many LolTes 
u. ,( r» and Cafualties of this Nature, it cannot be imagined but 
cmvcd 1. /«»,•. fi-ie j,y muft fuftain much damage, notwithftanding 
all their Care and Endeavours, though they were not in 
the leaft fenfible thereof, till they had Icang after, under 
greater prelTure, tryed their Securitiesj their Credit being 
very High, and in great Reputation. 


!But their Great Debts they Contrabiedas followeth, viz. 


A Bout the Year I<y40. his late Majefty, King Charles, the 
Royal Martyr, having Occafion for Money in his Exi¬ 
gencies, and making his Condition and Defires known 
to this Company, as well as others, they did take up Money upon 
their Common Seal, and tofupply.him did, on Security of fome 
of his Peers, accommodate his faid Majefty with 4500/, which 
(theunhappy War Succeeding) is yet unpaid. 


Afterwards, about the year 1642. this Company in Compli- 
Corporations, and indeed with the whole City, 
were again required to raife pooo /. for the Defence of the King- 
ircUnd,-5ooo 1, domof Inland, and Reliefofhis faid then Majefty’s diflreHed 
Subjefls there, which they likewife took up upon Security of 
their Commnn Seal, and which was never repaid. 


And afterwards, intheyear 1(543, in Compliance with other 
Companies, they were compelled to lend the City of London, 
til,./L ondon, ^500 1 . which they in like manner advanced, and had the 
'■ Common Seal of the City for Security thereof -, fome fmall 
part whereof they afterwards receivd, the refidue is yet 
unpaid. 


’ Thefegreat Loans were the only Means that brought this Com¬ 
pany at lalt into fuch Extremity j yet did they appear to be fo 
jiilt 
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juft in their Intentions amongftthemfelves, that having fb taken . 
up thefe great Summs of Money upon their Gomnion Sea!,of feve- ^ 

ral Perfons at Intereih, they made a By-Law, in their Court of 
Alhftants, to levy .the fame by Aflefiment upon therafelves, 
and their Members, iii’ caTe'thcis, Stock and Eftate fell Ihort-"'^'' 
to pay it. ' . " ' ’ . 

And afterwards from year to year, as their Creditors call’d ^uManti- 
for their Principal, (cpnftantly paying the Intereft as it became "«f “ , 

due,) they tookup other Moneys “(which was daily offered to the ^ ‘‘y?- 
Company) and paid tf^ero off. ' 

' Aboutthe'yeafi6tfij‘f'he Company having fuftained-many 
Ioffes, and their Debts (naturally) ‘every yearihcrealihg, (they ^ . 

receiving no Intereft of any, to whom they themfelyes had fo 
lent, and derpairing of the Prjncipal, and upon Audit of the ■ 

Wardens Accounts, finding fucn prodigious Summs every year 
fwallowed up ip difcfiafge of Intereft,) feveral of the Members Miurmti 
taking the Company’Vhpnditmn' ihjd-corifideratibn, moved the wrrMr/w.% 
Court of Affiftants, and a Committee was “appointed to ihfpea 
the fame; and to cpnfider of fome way hovv to .Obviate the farther -<'cm JtUt] 
.encreafe of the Company’s Debts,iby difcharging them-gfaduairy; TjihPJtr”'’ 
but (other Matters intervening) np progrefs was made thereini ' ’ -' 
till afterwards, about the Month oi Augiifi^ 1663.' u|),an fh'eliko 
octa'iion they vyere reminded thereof, andthe Com'mittee fel ’^^s- 
yiyed, and the farther confideration refumed ; but fiavihgfpeht ■ 
fome.tirne in'cpnfiderlng which way to advance Moneyf The . 

.fair Profpeit they had of advancing Money, within a few .years, 
by renewing Leafes of their Eftates in Lorn^on, to difcharge 
greateft paitpf tl)eif Debts ^ .and-havingJMpniesjdaily preffed 
on them to fupply"their,9ccafioi^(ah'4ecgr)ty|^6ft^^ C(mmon 
Sealythey were npt-fiaftyto prop_ofefhe«new,ipg of there Leafes^ 
manydf thepi judging ft forthe;Dqmpqny’s-^dyantage-to^^^ fwmltd 
that for fpmetime ionger, andtp ^deaypuf to.get in their own»//. ' 

Debts; In which circumftandes'theycontinued, till fdoriafter, 
and before they had renewed any!Leaieh,-reiPJpfiftd!Gpd;tihe late 
dreadfulrFii;p||^enpd,^,^»«o..i4d(f, w/iireby not o'riy ,their 
Hall,'but.their wboleUeyenueiiiLbH^>j'(f6;hSghly irfiprovable 
upon ^ijliring <Deal6s)bwas ‘Gonfiia^ ^oand. the'jfeyeralMem- 
bers th^ atrtheHelgij/.w^p (moft, pf. them greatly4after,ed..in 
their own private Opacities) ^erefe'p'ai^ed, ahdTo ^akenup 
with care Of difpolingof themfeives.'ahd Families,“t(iat -very few 
could lattend the,Afiairs.of.theCpmpapyj ^d-fo ^hat;!d^rad- 
ful “Calamity rendredthis Company (which Tuftained fo great 
.dapiage therein)uncapable to comply anylongerwithduepayment 
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; of their Debts and Charities i which plainly appears by the War- 
dens Books to have been all along before that time pundually paid 
and difcharged, as they grew due, and were from time to time 
call’d for and demanded. 

Butasfoon (after the Fir^ as the Members cosld have free- 
dom from their own diftr^ing Affairs, they took the Ccm- 
pany’s deplorable condition iato their conlideration, and found 
they had no refuge now left, but to propofe their Ground to 
Builders for long Leafes, and thereby advance what Monies they 
could by way offices: And that they might leave nothing nnat- 
tempted, their Stock and Ellate (by thefe Providences) falling 
:/rr,. jq pay thofe great Debts fo contradted, they applied 
thei^elves (on their faid By-Law) to the Parliament thenlit- 
sr-ux:. txco Hating their Cafe, how great Debts they owed, and how 
they became fo indebted, on the before-mentioned Securities, 
r^:i ;==cc I. ’ yj jiich were now never like to be repaid and that although they 
f, had received nolntereft,yet they had before that time paid for In- 
cgjgft of the Monies (they had fo taken up) nigh^ocoo/. and 
therefore pray’d an Aft of Parliament to put their faid By-Lawin 
Execuuoo, by AlTeirraent on their Members; but that was re- 
/SV, ':7ZZ‘ jefted as Imprafticable, that it Ihould bind any more than thole 
Parties to the making of it, who were then moll of 
them dead. Whereupon (as the only means then left) they 
endeavoured to raife Money by letting their Ground; and 
what foould fall Ihort therein, they propounded to make up 
among themfelvesby a Voluntary Subfeription of their Members. 

And to Encourage them in fo Good a Work, 
Sir John fUTLE^y a worthy Member,ac 
- .TrVirrf,-,,. his own proper Charges, eredled the {lately Fa* 
, brick out of its Afhes, whichisnow their Parlour, 
’ and Entertaining-Room over it, in the Garden, 
that they might the riiore comfortably meet to 
confult and debate their Affairs in it, as in their 
own Council Chamber ; {hewing himfelf Zea¬ 
lous, beyond all Expreffion, to raife and reftore 
this Company out of its Ruines and Calamity; 

To 
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To whofe Memory the Company (as foon as 
they had afterwards Re-built and Enlarged their 
Hall) in grateful acknowledgment, caufed his‘^*"«Jfc 
Statue, in white Marble, to be ereded on the 
Right-Hand, at the upper end of the Parlour: 

And that the fame may furvive the Cafual Acci¬ 
dents of Fire, and Canker of Envy, my Defire 
is hereby to Record the Memory of fb Worthy a 
Benefaftor, that when Time, the DeVourer of all Mamora 
things, (hall have decayed his Statue, his Name vincunt 
may be hereby frefii and flourifliing,amongft the 
Generations to come, who fhall lucceed happy 
Members of this Society. 

And to carry on fo good a Beginning, a general Summons was 
ordered of the'Members, and a Committee appointed to obtain 
Subferiptions, (wherein a good Progrefs was made,) and their *««»•/ u rA,jh 
ground propounded to Builders, for what Fines they could get 
under the old Rents, (which they could not much leflen, in regard 
oftheirCharities illuing thereoutjwherewith their Donors charged 
them,) in order to advance Money; which accordingly was done, 
and feveral Meetings had with their Creditprs, to whom they 
propofed to pay their Principal Money, part down, and the m 

Reliduc by two Payments, five and tcii years, to befecured by 
their Common Seal; molt of their Creditors complying there-tyt*. 
with, for that it was tobe raifed by voluntary Gift of the Mem- 
bers, who many of them liberally contributed j and great Summs 
were raifed and paid, and the Company in a hopeful way of’’'"^' 
wholly difeharging themfelves; but the unkindnefs of fome, 

. and backwardnefs of other Memkrs,who lhouldhavefollowed>fo sutfimMmi*} 
. good,Examples,^aye,fuch Interruption as occalioned fome 
their Creditors, , unadviffdiy, tofuethe Company, and the very 
Ruines. of their,Hall to,be.fequeftred and feized; although thofe 
Creditors vyere afterwards fenlible they had not only put them- ”’-v 
felves to great Charges,(which they could never be re-imburfed,) 

::butha,d thereby ,injured the reft of the Creditors, in difeouraging/»«•". \ 

. fo gooia dufign, .and obUrufting the gifts of fo many Worthy 
F i Members, 
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Members, of whom feveral afterwards-^ed, before their help 
could be again feafonably.fougbt for, which wholly Eclijifed the 
Reputation of the Company, rendring them ffor the prefent) 
nncapable of farther paying: Butfoonafter it fdeafed God to fiir 
up feveral Worthy Members, who. (continuing their Endeavours 
to carry on fo good a Work begun) procured'Money to be.raifed 
on Security of their Ret'enue, todifeharge -thofe Sequeftrations, 
and by letting their Lands in /rc W, (inking the Rent to i o /. per 
, AnnKiu-y and-by Benevolences and Gifts of their Members, paid 
;• ofFa good part of their Debts', and to-fupply what'they could 
not otherways, for the prdenc adt'ance they, took .ijp il^ongy 
’npon Security of the Equity of redemption of their wholeEftatcy 
wncreny, it plainly appears, they ufed all Ways and'Means to 
. » L » prefene their Hall, and Ground-rent, as a Seed iortheir Pofte- 
' tity ytiiey having already paid, of their own Benevolence, .and 

what they have fo borrowed on Security of the remaining part 
ofXfceir E(bate, far above the real value (to-be fold)'Of.wthatithcy 
receive thereout, over and above the yearly'pharitie%,'rwb?be- 
with the fame are charged by the Donours: However, the Woric 
sx-;rf-v,-ent on but flowly; the generality of the Members, that 
Ibould have now contributed their Alliftance to difcharge.the 
li;^U »-^W'hole, being unlatisfied, as looking on the Gifts offomepar- 
timlan Perfons, would ligniiie little towards fo great a Wor-k,nn- 
fome better Encouragement might be given;, as'being of 
Opinion, That fo long as theHall lay thus Ruinous-, itiwould 
Pe a vain thing to attempt it. And under thefe fad circumftances 
” the Co'mpany continued till the year i<58o. when Sir John Maorc, 
Worthy Member) taking into his confideration its deplo- 
Table condition, -every year kfleningidRepatation; byrealbnof 
their Hall thus iirRnmeSjVthich not only diicouraged Men to take 
'their Freedoms,' and'Apprentices to be bound there,' 'and Bene- 
fadloTS from their Liberality, but alfo rendredthe Society aimoft 
contemptible-,) he was therefore very inclinable, at his own 
j , : charce, to repair the Great Hall, thereby to encourageother 

.-1 ^fcmncrs by'hisExarople, to contribute their A'fliftance,-tore- 
X- e-Lne and angmenr it,' fo 'as to make- it the ‘ molb Commodious 
»r ,, .jr;,;- the Ghicf MagHlrate, in this (iityp as the pffly-rtieafis.to 

,, y- a iVce^Iion or Members’in this doihpai?y;>Y)h’feft Mbg 
nr',*: k-o\rn bv Sir,jfffwtr £(hr«r<i/ (theri MaftwTin-aGourtif 

_ Af^lfarcs, It was referred to the Wardens, together (with fome 

Members) to confidcr of, and proi^nda Model fOrEuch 
- - / Ecdinonal Budding, as might make'the Hall-GommodiduS, both 
' ‘ ' for Ornament and life, to'anfwcr fo Noble ca iilcfign-:--Upon 

Report 
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Report of ' 

MembefT^ .bgrosfi 

w«rj^,:??ite«g;fo!}y,<;9PW^)f)flJ® 

were Truftees to the .§epaatipn?, .fPiCoa?), j^ould .fopn mil J 
into nothing, i^ihich Wuid:rwhMy ,^4^ 

Members moit ,up^aR?ful fo tkir -Mu “p^,„ 

hloilbmhn-yvhat *€tpaios,pfthpfe^,;pufJpmi^epts oJj^hRr^^- 
ricies, and .Qbnoxjftitsto^hple 
bets:of.tihHSfiei§fiy:.^- >•, 'j-;:,rp;;i-jviii 'trioJu-g 

And therefore concluded thisghatWorkto be theMme^hi,^ 

Means left-toipreferwthe Spd^yj thx,^MJph^Cf^r . 

had fo long before for thofe very pnds,at his pwn,Charges begun, 

aadSirJofvt jH^ore had now, undertaken,to.,yepair.aijd bpautinQ mujJcliMmji 

the great'Haih;fo,they held:themfelves highly obliged to pro- 
mote and carry -pn fo .e3t(;ellent; p ;Wjork i and haying caufed 
the<Scite and Fabrick of,the'fialb tabe furvpyed, ,and finding, 
that with forac more additional Building, (then already pro¬ 
pounded to be erefted,) it might be made a more commodious 
md convenient Habitation for the Chief Magifirate, than any 
other.ever :was,befoj:f,, jvi^in, the .City^of LoWo«i ,ther?fore, 
that:it might.anfoibb:?]!;tfe!W.gWd./ndf. and jnigJlt.h'Jfball 
poDfofofpeed!hoca6h?d:9A3ndifiR!Wh>hhf^^7if‘^Fdp.'^^^^ 

wurageaU chftiV1snil«fPfo^,Qnstihutfi^?.yrards.TOy,5ge^^^ 

CorapaDy;s.neto,^and .Arrears pfa?xjriesj,(srhetein|^ 

Ham •flool!jr,..tben pne.of ahe;hft!Dg;;AW«“>^?F> 

Mayor, and.uu,aw i.#2r .Wi9#Y 'LuIZd 

tributed, | 3 & goOdi M 

towards, the yrmfng)!?^ > alrit,* t, 

dcclaringtheinfel^ys0hf3#Rj9??l#flS4fP^?ffly(f^iMr^'« 

theraffi'ftingtocompkatfp gwda Nil^prhjnQtdW^tlWhuiiflKir 
Brethren, the reftio6theMembery, .iyoihd; 9 ye):y;. 9 ne foUow,ac-.o„™„^ mw,- 

cordinglothsir<.Dfgrensgnd.^.3ldies.;, j-r- ■". , ' ,ch»iuLi,r''' 

And that thei.Wfyi,n6Wd.li?Pi«»r6i^® 

prove.aBdfe;0jfehGrfld#t@S^i,^a8y;toii^Hfe . 
theRm0esp£th^ft9JP,to^3WWVl^aSes^ 
it; hut'tni^thnfiwyrilii# ^odEPhS;W, hy;tw d?fened. The 
Compariy,;by'Bdyic^lpft4‘.fiawd: gonnfehpffor, an Inquitoon 
taken^or«.thejC;«»jn(H®qn£r5for,^ar^tabIe Iffes^and purfuant 
toa 'Deaiee.jj)adP byilhpf§dQoW®lffi9h“^ b^ve conveyed the 
.fame, a04$'?«,^<K«y ^ 
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thereof, (fubjeft to the faid former Securities) to Trilftees, to fc- 
cure the yearly payment, not only ofthofe Charities wherewith 
that Revenue is charged by the Donors; butalfo with the over- 
plus,(asthc fame will extend)thofe otha yearly Charities,payable 
by the Company to feyeral Mates, Pcrlbiu, and Ufes, by the ap¬ 
pointment of other Bcnefaftors, who heretofore paid into their 
hands feveral great Sums of Money for thofe Ufes,(for which now 
no Fond remains,) that they might alfo thereby not only difcharge 
their Confciences towards God, and the Memory of fuch -Pious 
Benefadors, but alfo avoid the chargeable Profecutions of the 
Comminioners upon the Statute for Charitable Ufes, who have 
of late put this Company every year to exceeding great Charges 
and Expences. 

Thus have I endeavoured to lay down the true State of the 
Company oiGnccrs, as it relates to tbemfelves and their Credi- 
s-7 ,/-'!r/irrrr, tors, io thcir prefent condition; the Subftance whereof having 
been declared by way of Anfwer to feveral Creditors Bills, (who 
cr-., f,-,t to no purpofe had put themfelvcs to Charge in Suing the Com- 
pany,) feemed to give great Satisfaftion unto the Learned Coun- 
f ,,-,f cil, and other Perfons unconcerned, who before were ignorant of 
■’ the true State of the Company’s Cafe; and may happily be a 

means to divert others from a fruitlefs profecution of any fuch 
thargeableSnits againft: the Company, in the event whereof they 
' cannot promife tothemfelves fo much Benefit, as they may hope 
' to fee without it. And the Coramidioners for Charitable Ufes, 

’.having been rightly informed of the Truth of the Company’s 
Condition, did well approve of, and decree fuch a voluntary 
fettlcment, as a moft Righteous Sanftion to prelerve their Re- 
P^t^tion, and fecure their Pofterity; and therefore advifed 
their Creditors by Bondtoacquiefee therein; and to apply them- 
felves to the Wardens and AfTiftasts, (when they may be in a 
capacity of paying by Benevolence, or other contingent profits,) 
j. for their Debts due by Bond, rather than in vain to difturb them 

with Suits, todifeouragethe Members, and thereby, not only to 
hazard the lofs of their own, but to wrong all others concerned 
'ZZZZu by giving them troubleanddiftUrbance. 

;" And feveral oftheir Creditors, who before (inftigated by fome 

unadvifed Perfero) gave the Company difturbance; asfoon as 
they werefointemed oftheifCafe,better conlidered theirown 
IZZZ'ZZ, fnterclf, and wholly forbore to proceed hny farther; which not 
‘f'lZZzZ!’ only afforded great Freedom and Liberty to the Wardens and 
ZZZZZZZ Affiffants to attend the Company’s Servk>c> bat alfogreat Incou- 
ragemenc to the then Wardens,- to begin','ahdW Sif/ferry Talfe, 
Mr. 
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Mr. Box, and Mr.Wmh, (thefucceeding Wardens,) to carry on 
that great Work of finiihingthej Hall, in fo fhorta time, -fas is 
almoft incredible to relate,) for reception of Sir John Maafc, 
('thefucceeding'Lord .Mayor,)’ at-Mffc/K/w^i'foJIo 5 King;i elpe-i 
cially coijlideriag the.fame' wa? mmy .wgys .^ppqij! farther,com 
iideration had) enlarged, and;made.more- convenient (thanat 
firlb was intended) with many accoram6dacrdhs,“(not at,6rft 
thought oil) to render it fo exadt, (as indeed it is,) far excelling 
any Hall that now is (or probably ever was) in-ioWw, fo that 
the whole charge of compleating the fame, 1 believcywith as good 'JvZTg/irgm!, 
Husbandry as Wasipofliblft to bc'nianaged; ;yiet fwells.to doable SJwfrfA 
the Sum which wasiatfirft prdpoundtd to be disburJed,and tlwre- 
fore called for farther affiftence of pur Members, thanat firlt was 
defigned, to contribute to the fame j which Work being focom- 
pleatly finilhed, manifeftly appears to have been the only means 
left to keep the Company upon a Foundation, which othervyife, 
mult in a Ihort time,, have naturally dlflblyed of it felf f fob that 
the A pprentices and' Ffetmert, ofariy eltai{e«r value' who before 
wholly declined, have nPw daily mcreafed i-as having a profpbdf, 
by what is vifible, of a profperous carrying on the whole Work 
anfwerable thereto: Which work now.compleated,; is in it 
felf of far greater value, than all tjjc other part of the Com- 
pa'ny’s Revenue, (oyer and above, the(,Charities' ifluing there;- 
out;) aiidUhat thofe feveral Summs fo lubftfibed/'wer'e'tHu's mnkmiy'mum 
frcei^ given by feveral Worthy Members,- dn’ pufpofeJ for this '^Z 7 .''immgi 
great WorK; that it mightincourage the whole Members, freely R‘"^'“nd Jp-_ 
and liberaUy to contribute towards the refidueof this, Worl^ 
and the Debts: .To which end I have, to the belt of my Capa¬ 
city, compofed thefe Sheets for their .Information and Encou- 
ragepent, to follow fo good Exani^eSjbhatfo gfeat and good jUni!ig>>£ 
a Work, wherein fo pany Thoufands are and may be concerned, ZiZ^wlrirZir 
may be chearfully carried on, and they may all (as Fellow- 
helpers) have the honour to be recorded amongit the Gene- 
rations to come, The happy Repairers and Reltorers ofthcCom- w 

pany of Grocers^ 

T His is a Work wherein thofe that are moff Zealous i’""’"#. 

fliall be moft Illuftrious, and is that alone which 
will abide the Scrutiny of the rnoft Malicious and Cen- 
forious in all Changes; and is a root from which thej;™f'"*'‘^'”'i 
moft Avaricious and Luxurious, as well as the Ambitious, 
after many Generations, will- efteem it the Chief Honour 
of 




of tlieir Fartiily to derive their PeJigree. ’Tis founded 
jo 6bedkn€€ to a Divine Command, and anchor’d on 
f»jl» ^IfalliWbProfrti^^^6lSAS'il^Terd^r:thelfmGere D6^s 
impfegffifele,- agaififtah the^liO' afld'Defigtis of 'bur 
Common EnetiH^s, who with dqual Subtilty and Malice 
to dh'ide and deftroy, have of late yedrs, Charafterized 
the two extremes in each Corporation, by the diftinaion 
of and Tory, and though with no lels Malice, they 
endeavouredfo 'blemiflt Moderatm with'the fquiat-<eyed 
Invedive of fr/ww/Tig; yet they could never ^aff their 
Poifonon the Sacred Stock of Pious, and welldntended 
Charity, and Good Works. 

May the Author of fencey and Lover of Concord^ a- 
waken every Member of this, and all pther Societies, to 
refled on what is paft, and to confider feriouily tlic fad 
Effeds of our late H6ats and .4nimofities,and the fufferings 
of many innocent Obje<a:s of Charity occafioned thereby, 
foastoiay afideall prejudice towards one another, for the 
future, and after the Example, and in obedience to the 
Command ofourBlefied Redeemer, to foi^giveahd forget 
in the exerci’fe of Charity and Tendernefs, as Members pf 
one Cliriftian Body, and Brethren of one Society , living 
to excell each other in doing good, and promoting the 
Honour and Happinefs of their Fellowfhip. 

And that the Members of this Company, may with 
Harmony of Heartsahd Voice, at their Anniverfary Feafls, 
fitting at Meat in our Great Hall, with a calm temper 
of Mind, and chearful Countenance, read what I have 
placed in their view, (as a motive thereto,) in a little 
Table over the Mufick-Room, at the lower end of the 
Hal), .thus Written, 


Pial. 134. 

Blesf Day! Might I hut live to fee 
The Triles, like Brethren, all agree. 

Like Brethrenflriiiing 

Whojhallthe 

Beji Menders he. 
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POSTSCRIPT.. 

T 'HE Company of uWWj, at the time when the Qm War¬ 
ranto was brought againft rtera, Jnno 1584. were (of 
all Companies in London') under the molt irregular Go¬ 
vernment, as to By-Laws and Ordinances, to warrant their 
Adtionsand Proceeding, not having any extant (that 1 could find) 
made, and legally confirmed, iince the time of King Hmry the msimugk. 
Eighth j in whofe Reign (by fearch) I found on Record, in the 
Town-Clerk’s Office, many fuitcd to theDillempcrs and Nature 
of the Myftery of the Grocery in thofe days; but having taken 
Copies of them (nigh an hundred Sheets,) onperufallfoundthem 
moft Obfolete and out of life, and very defeftive to cure, or an- ’lZ%h!k!dLu 
tidote the Difeafes or Corruptions of the prefent Conftitution cfoM 
of the Company: So that the Renewing,and Confirmation of our 
Charter,proved an happy opportunity to this Company,not only wfe* 

to have a Relaxation and ^ietta ofall Offences and Mirprifions^^ttawit.^ 
that might have proved fatal, through defedb of fuch Sandlions 
ofGovernment, (which are effentially neceflary to every Corpo- u 7 amC‘r 
ration^) but by the aid and favour of the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Mnlgrave^ then our Mailer, interceding with his late Ma- ‘Zrufuign-!^ 
jelly. King the Second,ofBleired Memory,(whogracioully t''"' 

condefcended to ownhirafelf our Mailer) our Charter waatn- aZpZZ’ 
larged with thele following advantages, viz., a Confirmation of a 
Charter made by King f*»7 the Sixth, granting the Office of 
Garbling to this Company, in all places in this Kingdom, 

City of London only excepted;) which Privilege, by nqn-ufage oJZf'Zriii'g, 
for fome years, was grown almoll out of knowledge to the““?c'«f'« 
Members, until by fearch for other Charters, 1 found it on Re 
cord in the Tower. > ■ Grocer, 

By declaring the Species of the Myllery, which before in the 
former Charters, was; exprefled generally under the Denorai- cLkaSi 
nation of Grocery, but thereby declared to include all Dmggifit, TohaamHiP.,nd 
Confeflioners, Tohacconifts, and Tobacco-Cutters, as having been 
branched out of, andbredby Cwer/, (there being then lao Com-'fl’ruMhamf.-.fi 
pany of-them, or any of them.) ZciUZZT'mviy 

Afterwards that Charter, (fo granted upon and after this iJ'JfipMJfim 
Warranto) with thofe Additional Claufes and Privileges, being 
vacated, a new Charter (by advice of Six .Henry PoMxfcn, and 
G other 
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other Learned Counfel) was obtained,(independent of any furren- 
der) whereby all Perfons ufing thefe Species, as well as Gra¬ 
ces, in London^ or within three Miles of the Liberties of the 
fame, ate incorporated into this Company, and never to be 
fcparated from them, or otherwife incorporated ■, with liberty 
■ given to all Perfons uling any part of the Myftery, whether 
Free of any other Company or no, to incorporate themfelves 
therein j not judging it realonable to compel them, (as Men 
^ that have born Office in one Parilh, from thence into any other) 

to doc thc like. 

Toloan’c”’' fiofitively enjoyns them all to bind their Apprentices, for. 

the fututc, to MemberS of the Gmers Company, and to be turned. 
m! JrhT totheir Matters, to ferve their Apprenticeffiips, and all (as 
well thofe whofe terms are expired, as) thofe that are not to cake 
Freedoms of the Gmers, in order to preferve a Succeffion 
JSm’f Mi in this Company, which otherwife mutt in few years have funk, 
want of Members, to the total mine and dettruftion of their 
“ “"charities and Government: And for their Accommodation in that 
hehalf, there is an Order of the Court of Affittents, for the Beadle 
Zvt'mZ‘ “ of the Grocers Company, to be the Medium, (in cafes where they 
Friend of the Company,) for their Apprentices ta 
,j'Apihm‘fir be bound to him, and fo turned over to the Matter whom he is to 
fervei which Claufe in the Charter for fo doing, was at 
Gro^rs'Zd” firtt much fcrupled, by reafon of the Cuttom (fuppofed 
ro be) in London, for a Freeman’s Son to have his Freedom by 
ihLuift ifuiqrg Patrimony (at his own Eledtion) of whatfoever Company his 
Father was a Member, though the Son had been bound Appren- 
iiit tice to a Member of another Myttery j wherein (upon due Exa- 

mination) it was found to be a vulgar Error, and a great Miftake, 
to ,»uo by long ufage, grown into a Cuttom, extending this Cuttom of 
Patrimony (whichisreftrainedonly toaFreedom oftheCity)to 
iStry,rou,'r/bii evccy Company in the City; whereas the Apprentice,though he 
ftioritoirtt. jjjgy Freedom (whether he ferve or no) of the City, by 

his Father’s Copy, yet he ought (according to the Original De- 
fignand Intent of every Charter of Incorporation), to take his- 
Freedom of his proper Myftery, where there is any Corporation 
of fuch Myftery; For that every Myftery hath been incorporated 
to no other end, but to have all their Members, and all ufing their, 
Myftery, well governed by proper Judges, •viz. by Men bett 
kno wing and experienced therein y whereas the contrary pradice 
hath introduced a fpurious Mixture in all Societies, and caufed 
all abufes, poffibly in the Government of the City, and made Men 
c as la wlefs and ungovernable, as their corrupt and loofe Principles 

j ■ wtl lead them to,. As 
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As for Example, zMzmhsr ofths Barkr-Chirnrjms, puts his 
Son Apprentice to a Carpenter or Black^Smirh, or any other Me- 
■chanick Trade, if the Son (having thus ferved his Apprentice-.rBUckfeS"”’ 
(hip) outjof Pride, Prejudice, or linifter End, (hall take, his Free- 
dom by Patrimony of the Barber. Chiriirgions, (whereof his Father b«r chimgionr 
was a Member,) he is thereupon Sworn to obferve the By-Laws 
and Ordinances, made for well-governing of the Barber-Chirm-a 2 ,^'. 
pons, which is to bleed, drefs Wounds, &c. things unknown to 
him, and impoflible for him to obferve, and (which is worfe) 
makes him never after mindful of his Oath, and frees him from 
all Obligation to take notice of, or to obferve thofe Ordinances 
made for well-governing the Carpenters, which is his proper 
Myitery; and fo he becomes a lawlefs Perfon, and from thence, 
in that, as in other like Cafes, the End and Dehgn of all Corpo¬ 
rations is totally abufed and defeated, belides the greaf wrong 
done to the Company, which is thus deprived of its Members, 
which Ihould lupport the Charge and Grandeur of their Society, 

■of which Injury no Company in London, have more caufe to com¬ 
plain than the Grocers-, but all other Perfons uling a Calling, of 
which there is no Corporation, in being as Norwich-tfoCrors 
Merchants, &c. are at liberty to take their Freedom of what 
Company they have ferved to, or by Patrimony of their Fathers, 
or by Redemption of what Company they pleafe, but having 
once made their Eleftion, they are obliged to continue therein, 
unlefs they (hall be tranflated thence by order of the Court of 
Aldermen, and confent of the Company, into another. 

And whereas two Caufes have been alEgned for difcouragement 
of Perfons totake their Freedom of the Grocer/,. ragmgpJpJfiHi, 

taipg thtir Free- 

Firft, The great Charge they were incident to bear above 
other Companies. ^ 

Secondly, The Reproach contracted, by reafon of their Hall 
lying inRuines,and under Sequeftration, and the great Debts they 
owe j both which, by the Prudence and Care of our Government, 

(now blefled be God) are removed, and on the contrary, greater 
Arguments may be nfed to incourage fuch as left us to return, and 
others to incorporate themfelves into this Company, belides the 
many ancient Privileges, which the Members of the Grocers Com- 
pany are intituled unto: For eafe of their Members they do not '■"S"”®' 
take Fines to excufe them of Warden or Steward, as heretofore, 
but in fpecial cafes, neither do they call them onthe Cloathing, 

(as in moft other Complies,) but when it is molt manifeft they 1 -.^^:."" ■ 

G 2 ' have 
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have beenofIongcontinuance,orare of fufficient Ability,freely to 
accept it •, and fo it is ( ufually ) a long time before it comes to a 
Young Man’s turn, to bffir any charge or burthen here, and when 
Md m„, mf«f- it doth, the charge of Livery, Steward, and other Offices, are all 
reduced to a very low and ealie rate; or if they Fine, or Hold, 
r-bcvch^iff, mud, the charge is not much above half fo much as it was heretofore ^ 
all fo fettled by the Court of Affiftents, forea'feand encourage¬ 
ment of their Members. 

Tutr: u frreiyj™ Our Hall haviog been new built and beautified, there is a molt 

^^ttain Ground-rent, by Decree fettled, to anfwer all our yearly 
ami,,!, which Charities, as well (where we have, as where before we had no 
tofecure the due and conftant yearly paymentof them to 
n^iccicd end cc their proper Objedl, to remove all that daily Clamour and Re- 
‘£^nds^%, flexion, which for fcveral years pall in all places, rendred them 
.»(fa cmpm,. reproachful throughout the City and Kingdom. 

Our B,.um mi By-Laws by moll learned Counfelare fettled, and again 
perufed, examined, and approved of, as the Lawdirefts, (in the 
mdiftemd Sovereign Lord and Lady 

ccuufii, King William and Queen Mary,) by the Right Honourable the 
Commffioners for Cuftody of the-Great Seal, and the two 
Member"md “5 Lotd Chief JuIHces, Sir John Holt, and Sir Henry Follixfcn, pur- 
Chatter fo enlarged, whereby our ancient Ufages 
mm; and Privileges, for well Governing and Ordering our Members 

M'a'fifirfpH Myllery are in every kind regulated, augmented, and fup- 
ufmer^teflii plyed with addition of new, fuited to all our defefts, which w ill 
fl°ubt encourage oiir Benefadtors, liberally to contribute 
towards difeharge of the Remainder of our Company’s Debts; fo 
cannot be a better foundation laid, to raife and reftore 
loojelrefMc, et our Company, as it was loo years lince, a Seminary of good Citi- 
zens, and Nurfery ofthe bell Charities in London-, andfo confe- 
tKdcniiim.' qnently no Apprentice can well, or probably may hope to be 
planted in a betterCorporation,in order to his future advantage. 
iAudthutthiecem. And,to the end that all Perfons concerned uCng this Myllery, 
either as Grocer, Uruggifi, ConfeElioner, Tobacconift, or Tobacco- 
Clitter, in London, and within three Miles of the Liberties thereof, 
trefmgehemythe may havB noticB thereof,and givedue Obedience and Conformity 
meSIiiufmgthe 1° ^hat hath been fo defigned by the faid Charter,' By-Laws, and 
•j!#nyi»Lon- ancient Ufages, and this Company fuffer no longer by their De- 
faults?either in not obferving, or tranfgrelling the fame; the 
wMe Primed md Hcuds thercof wilUp Ihort time be Printed and Publilhed, and 
left at their feyeral Dwellings, and places of abode, for their 
ccufermihiami,. Cautionand bettcf Infonnation.. And certalnlyiallthis confidered. 
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it cannot be doubted but every Member of this Company, will 
call to mind the great obligation he lies under fif he will mind his 
Oath, cither as a good Chriftian, or an’honeft Man,^ in and by 
all things according to his Power, on all opportunities, not only 
to publilh and make known unto all Perlons concerned, what 
isfo required of them, but will, alfo move and excite them, by 
the belt Arguments and Ways they can, fpeedily to comply 
with their duty herein, and fo avoid the Penalties and Charges 
they will otherwifeexpofe themfelves to, in a chargeable way, 
and. be compelled at laft to yield Obedience .and Conformity 
thereunto. 



ill) : 


T H E 


CONCLUSION. 

In a few Motives to Good JVorl^s^ as 
the very Life and Soul of Religion, 
and the heft Evidence of a fincere 
Chriftian, 

e Aving thus fi/tted the condition 'of the Comp/my, as it long 
flourified in Splendor, and gradually through various Pro¬ 
vidences, and the fad EjfeEts of War and Fire ; how it 
groaned of late under fo great prefnre in its fadder Circumflances ; 
And having fet before you the happy encouragement already now given, 
and the Methods propounded again to raife and re fore this Company to 
MtU hmVym-..' its fornicr fplcudor, I now tst n to the Honourable and Worthy Astern- 
(XVfafre/. whom it conffis; And you, my noble and good Maflers,[under 

whom I hold my Station in this place, I mofi httmbly pray you (of your 
wonted Benignity)ro bear with my Zeal and Freedom,and the boldnefs I 
ajfume, moft humbly to move you, tofet to your helping hands in this 
Winf;, fo excellent and acceptable to Cod and every good Man. 

M ^^»tembring you ofthofe eminent good Charities, for which 

thofi (1 orthy Members mho went before you infontier tinses, atid are to 
tfZ'Jf'tb-s’at day celebrated ; and have left tts ftsch grounds as (being now built) 
Day profpeS of a great Revemte when the Leafes are out, which 

(‘hough far diftans) are astd will be every year (likgufefttl Timber) a 
d/m" " mpregrowingJsopetoPofierity. 

' 2. That you would not only think it enough to praife them, best be 
pnovekfd by a generous Emulation, to follow their Exatsiple, liberally 
Ki. . and bountifully to affordyottr Ajfiflence, not only to fecure, butalfoto 

increafe this growing hope, that our Burthen and Reproach being re¬ 
moved, otsr BenefaSiors may be encouraged, and this Society fill pre- 
fervcd 
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fcrved n S'emmry of good Merchants, and as a treafmy of Charity i 
that fo the fiicceedingCenerations may Bkfsand Honour you, as much 
as you do thofe Worthy Members in former times, when your Names 
Jhall he recorded, as Raifers and Refiorers of the Company of Gro¬ 
cers. 

' 3 . That what you doe,yotfwOHU doe fpeedily, whereby you will draw 

on others, that need quicksmng'and encouragement, by your Example', • 
and in fo doing, you will not only hate the Comfort of what you doe your 
fekes, but be the happy Fromoters in others, of what the Company will 
have Call fe to blefs Cod, and give you thanks for. 

ey.'That you will cenfider how great a deliverance you hadtoefcape 
the late dreadful Fire withyoiirlives ; andhow CracmsGasd hath been 
to you fill, to entrufi you with his Talents fur improvement (as 
Stewards) in his Work ; Jnd that this Company which fufered fo < 
much in that Calamity, hath no other Hands but yours to repair her 
breaches. 

5 . That you can have no fuch true comfort in the World ona Sifk. 

Bed, or in any other Calamity, as to be-confcious of doing good Works 
of this Nature,when as faithful Stewards of that which is not configned 
to you into Property, but into Trufi, you have (as Good and Faithful 
Servants) but well difpofed of a Parcel of your great Lord's Efiate, 
according to his own Will. '■ 

Hnd for your encouragement, this is a Work, moft acceptable to God, 
and inviting to every good Man, the Redemption, Relief, and Support 
of the mofi Ancient and Illuftrious Corporation in this Metropolis,iW//; 
all her numerous Offspring, the Aged, the Widow, and the Father- 
Icfs, the Blind, the Lame, and the Impotent, all that God (who is 
WifdomandGoodnefs) himfelf commends (after his own example) 
your Charity, and as capable of Alms, -with mofk extenfive Blefingf, 

Fromifes of Rewards, andtobe negletlcd under the moft fevere Threat.- 
nings and Puniftments. 

And farther, this your kindnefs will not perifb as a Meals-Meat, or ji, „„ aija m:r: 
a draught of cold Water (though that has encouragement,,a Man would amnMiu g”j, 
think, that will give credit to our Saviour himfelf,) but this your Cha- 
rity will be as a lafting Seed, laid on the pnreft Foundation of thofe 
HolyandGood Men, who were our Pirns Founders, and whofe Names,, 
after fo many hundred years, fmell fweet and blojfominthe duft •, and\ 
arenow Bleffed with God, receiving the Recompenfe of their Reward, 
whilft their Workj follow them, andpraife themdn the Oates fo that 
what you jhall here beftow, will be to open and feed thofe Fountains, as 
their lafting and refrejhing Comforts and Relief. 

For though Good Workpin themfelves (as flowing back.to the Foun¬ 
tain from whence they fpring) can be no way meritorious) yet theyhave 
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- ^ ^tPtysf, mtfubie toGod, thatwefitidm mry Agt, Ep.tes and 

Family of fuch as have ken 
M , mofi difuftve tnlForfsof tbtj Nature^ tka if it were modejl to render 
vbyfortsaaygreat F.fiattS: are foatitr.w4edhyaloQfeHeir^ 
^thangotten byhu frugal Parent, it may be well prefiimed, it is becaufe ■ 
®/ l^ffiowed to fueh ufes, when return fo little to 
moftaffurvdly no Article in 
' >3*^ at th^nat\Asidt(. willbe fooner allowedto * cover many 

• r-j » k .rkr. cither Errors, thats'wlsat is t^ difpof^ And new as Spice is a great 
X-XXX ^’^S^<^‘^'‘?^‘f'’tthis Slyfiery, atsdis a paSofyoiir Arms, fo / pray con- 
Isow Alms ill Scripture are called, an Odor of a fwect-fmelling 
Savour •, and it ts thefe Perfumes that will prove accsptable to God, 
M oir ■•'.I a good Savour amongfi Men. So 1 conclude, with my Prayers 

1^- to Almighty Cod, to incline all your Hearts, according to your feveral 
vu,.::«. . Degr.ees and Qrahties in this great IVork., to actymt your felves as goid 
Men, and .isgood Citkcns Grocers; andthatlsnay be ktppy in 

d^harac of my Duty, which alone rr^ed me to maky this my humble 
.A^^fstoymtall, .i,!dil,.iUbernyendhvoitrstiperf»rm. ^ 

-r. .t.s- . r ’ ^ r' 
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